Deacon Ministry Newsletter

April Edition, 2006

By Eddie Hammett, Deacon and Church

Consultant and Coach, Author of  

Spiritual Leadership in a Secular Age

Giving Trends Among the Churched- 2006
Amid widespread reports that churches were suffering from decreased giving over the past year, in 2003 George Barna reported that “The proportion of households that tithe their income to their church – that is, give at least ten percent of their income to that ministry – has dropped by 62% in the past year, from 8% in 2001 to just 3% of adults during 2002.”
“Born again adults, who represent 38% of the nation’s population, also sustained a decline in generosity during the past couple of years. In 2000, 12% of all born again adults tithed. The percentage rose to 14% in 2001, but dropped to only 6% in 2002.”  (May 19, 2003 “Giving Down 62% in Past Year” www.barna.org)  
In March 2006 Ellison Research reported their research on giving patterns among the churched. They conducted two studies on Protestant church ministers nationwide and people who attend Protestant churches at least once a month. Findings showed some clergy believe in the 10 percent mandate to the local church, others believe in the mandate but not necessarily to the local church, and still others believe Christians are under no mandate to give anything. People in the pews largely do not believe in giving the 10 percent.

Among all Protestant ministers, 56 percent believe Christians have to tithe to the local church. On a denominational level, 92 percent of Pentecostal clergy agree along with over half of Baptist leaders. Less than half of the ministers in other denominational groups agree.

Similar but smaller proportions were seen in laity attitudes on tithing to the local church with 55 percent of Pentecostals, 51 percent of Baptists, 30 percent of Presbyterians and 25 percent of Methodists agreeing.

"What’s really sad is that six out of ten churchgoers told us they believe the Bible commands them to tithe 10 percent or more of their incomes, yet other studies have consistently shown that under one out of ten actually do that," said Ron Sellers, president of Ellison Research, according to the report. "In other words, at least half of all Protestants are clear on what they believe they’re supposed to be giving, but consistently don’t give it."

More than half of each group surveyed has given money to a non-religious organization in the last 12 months. According to the study, 55 percent of all churchgoers feel Christians should be free to support any type of cause or organization, regardless of whether it has a religious connection, and 33 percent of all clergy feel the same way.

http://www.christianpost.com/article/church/2510/section/study.clergy.amp.laity.differ.on.tithing.mandate/1.htm 
“With the plethora of natural disasters over the last year, it’s probably no surprise that the No. 1 category for both laity and ministers is disaster relief. Eight out of 10 ministers and 54 percent of laity have personally supported an organization working in disaster relief in the last year.

Sellers also noted that Christian organizations and ministries need to understand that many religious people are supporting non-religious organizations. "When we work with individual charitable organizations, there’s often an assumption that Christians support Christian ministries over non-religious organizations," he said. "This study conclusively shows that assumption to be false, and that in fact over half of all Protestant churchgoers don’t even give any preference to Christian organizations in their giving decisions. It’s critical that Christian organizations really understand this about their target market."    

Americans Donate Billions to Charity, But Giving to Churches Has Declined

Barna also reported on April 25, 2005 that “Americans give away enormous sums of money every year. The annual survey of religious behavior shows that Americans continued that pattern of generosity in 2004, but that even though their giving to non-profit organizations and churches is significant, it is not increasing. 
A Large Majority Gives Away Money

In 2004, nearly four out of every five adults (83%) donated money to one or more non-profit organizations. That is similar to the percentage that has donated funds throughout the past decade. Barna’s national study found that the people least likely to donate any money at all were those under the age of 25, people who never attended college, residents of the Northeast, atheists and agnostics, Asians and Hispanics. A quarter or more of the people from each of those segments failed to give away any money in 2004. 

The average amount of money donated per person was $1232. That suggests that the typical individual gave away about 3% of their income. 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=187 

· What are the implications of these trends on your church now? In 10 years?
· What are the giving patterns in your church? Who gives? Who does not?

· What are some creative funding options for church in the next decades?

©Eddie Hammett – www.transformingsolutions.org  and www.thecolumbiapartnership.org.  This newsletter is funded through partnership with National Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 2005-2oo6. See deacon ministry newsletter archive at www.thefellowship.info/CL/FF/CMResources/Deacon.icm.  
[image: image1.png]









