Invocation, Sunday, 091805, University Baptist Church


Devastation. A word often heard these last three weeks since the storm, but a word just as often followed by expressions of compassion for those who lost so much more and testimonies of blessings received. We are reminded of the Psalmist who asked, “Whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there” (KJV). Indeed, Katrina delivered hellish times to thousands, and thanks be to God, you were with them, as you are with us in worship today. 


We come thanking you for the symbols of survival and renewal we already see: for the Biloxi Schooners that weathered the storm and are standing tall; for the porpoises from the Gulfarium that survived and are being rescued; and for the new growth that is already appearing on maples, crepe myrtles, and ferns.


We pray for those families that were separated due to the storm and those who were displaced to strange places. We pray for their safety, for their reunion and for their search for places they can call home. Grant them the courage and perseverance and patience and resourcefulness they will need to put their lives back together. And grant us, as we are able, the generosity and wisdom we need to help these our brothers and sisters. We pray for those pets that have been separated from their human companions, for we know you care for all creatures great and small.


We pray also for ourselves, that we may glean the learnings you have for us in the midst of turmoil and tragedy: that we may see ever more clearly your plumb line of righteousness and more fully grasp the true religion you would have us practice. Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God. Love God with all our heart, mind and strength; and our neighbors as ourselves.


Finally, we pray to maintain the sense of community that these events have evoked in so many: giving others the benefit of the doubt; telling our stories and listening to theirs; appreciating our differences; offering help; going the second mile. As the apostle Paul advised the Christians at Phillipi, “Let your bearing toward one another arise out of your life in Christ Jesus” (NEB). If we actively pursue community, there will be more peace and less poverty; more justice and less arrogance; more sharing and less selfishness.


We offer these prayers in the name of him who taught us to pray, saying, Our Father, . . .

