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Celebration: Part of Deacon Ministry


In a world filled with threats, struggles and fear deacons can make a significant contribution by acknowledging, and creating community around celebrations.  Building communities and ministries around celebrating is fun, fulfilling, and needed in our world where crowded loneliness is the plight of many families, individuals and even some organizations. Maybe deacons can build a partnership with the discipleship or adult leadership group in your church to sponsor and host some of the following as a part of Christian education and pastoral care as well as deacon ministry.  What a great partnership this can be!!

What are some issues, events that deserve celebrating in your community, congregation and family?  Consider:

· Weddings (marriage and remarriages)
· Births (of children, grandchildren)

· New Jobs (of children, parents)

· Empty Nests

· Birthdays, anniversaries

· Opening of new businesses

· Graduation from school

· Launching new careers

· Restored Relationships

· Blended Families

· Engagements

· Community Wide events


What are some ways deacons/churches might create celebration experiences and communities around some of the issues previously mentioned? Consider….


Births of children and grandchildren - invite these persons to gather together over dessert in the pastor’s home or some other non-threatening comfortable place to share pictures, stories and challenges. This gathering could emerge into a small group to help them with challenges.


Empty nests – is for those parents whose children leave home (and haven’t returned yet).  Many of these couples are ‘lost’ when it comes to living into this new life stage.  They need fellowship with others. They often need help rebuilding their marriage relationship or learning to let go and stay out of their adult children’s lives.  Some need to deal with children who want to come back ‘to the nests’.  Invite them to a coffee and dessert time to share stories and challenges. Invite one who has made it through to share their story with the group.


Engaged Couples – invite all engaged couples to meet together in a picnic, dessert forum or retreat setting.  Celebrate their love, help them identify challenges, build community among the newly wed group.  This might emerge into a Sunday School class or a small group.


I hope you are catching a vision of the power of celebration as part of your deacon ministry.  Such people groups and life events are divine appointments for community building and pastoral care.  Join hands with others in the church to make this happen! Co-sponsor and serve as hosts for the events.  What a time saving and significant way to do your care-giving with many at one time, in one place.  Great way to visit many in a short amount of time and to build a network and community that deepens the care beyond the event.

Here are some resources you might find helpful in designing and hosting the experiences:


Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as Christian Tradition by Christine 
Pohl, Eerdmans Press, 2004

Hospitality Evangelism: Sharing the Bread of Life, Produced by Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, 2000. Order by calling 1-888-801-4223. An excellent intensive 
training for raising the awareness and skill of the congregations in receiving 
newcomers in an effective manner. 

New 24 week series Looking Upward; Connecting Inward; Reaching Outward; 
Moving Forward designed for small groups targeting spiritual formation 
www.cellgrouppeople.com or 1-800-735-5865  TOUCH Outreach Ministries


http://www.marriagebuilders.com/graphic/mbi5068a_qa.html 


Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts – Les and Leslie Parrott
Training without Travel – Teleclasses for Deacons March 27-31; April 4– Topics: Making the Most of Your Meetings; Improving Nomination Election; Developing the Spiritual Life of the Deacon; Revitalizing Your Church; Developing Relationships between Pastor/Staff and Deacons.  For more registration information go to http://www.transformingsolutions.org/article_training.html 
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