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Worship Resources for the Earthquake and Tsunami Victims

Web Sites…

http://www.worldvision.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKVLbMVIwG&b=278125 - World Vision Bulletin Insert

http://www.abc-usa.org/ - American Baptist Website

http://www.cwserp.org/  - Church World Service – National Council of Churches

http://www.pcusa.org/pda/ - Presbyterian USA website offering bulletin inserts and worship hymns

http://www.elca.org/dcs/disaster/sept11-worship.html - Worship ideas following Sept 11 disaster that 

are applicable with some minor editing.  From the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.

http://upperroom.org - Upper Room has several wonderful places for access…including the prayer 

service conducted at the Upper Room offices December 29.

http://www.bwanet.org/BWAid/PDF%20Files/Asian%20Tsunamis%20Relief.pdf - A bulletin insert 

from Baptist World Aid of Baptist World Alliance.

http://www.ethicsdaily.com - Then click on links to find agencies engaged in relief efforts.  

http://www.ethicsdaily.com/article_detail.cfm?AID=5165 - Article from Jim Evans - Finding God in a 

World Of Tragedy – In the midst of our Christmas and New Year's celebration, tragedy has struck. A massive earthquake, reportedly the fourth largest in recorded history, has devastated central Asia and portions of India. 

http://www.unicef.org/ - United Nations Children’s Fund

http://www.bread.org - Bread for the World

http://www.ucc.org/index3.html - The United Church of Christ offers prayers, bulletin inserts 

and more.

http://www.bruderhof.com - Devotional and Inspirational readings

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bapworship/ - This is a blog dedicated to worship helps.  There are 

several sermon ideas, hymns, and litanies that continue to grow from the tragedy.

http://www.nytimes.com/  - Check their editorials, especially 12-30 and 12-31.

http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/Tsunami.html  - From the KY Council of Churches – a very extensive site of resources.
Hymns:

http://www.gbod.org/worship/ - Tommy Shapard from FBC Gainesville, GA has a hymn here.  (Please 

include the KINGSFOLD tune arrangment, which is the one printed in music/hymn form.)  This is the website for the General Board of Discipleship, United Methodists.  There are several resources here.
"The Storm Came to Honduras," to the text of "O Sacred Head Now Wounded"

"O God, Our Words Cannot Express," to the Tune of "O God, Our Help in Ages Past."

"God, How Can We Comprehend?" Carolyn Winfrey Gillette wrote this hymn to help ecumenical relief efforts for the refugees from the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia.

"God, You Wrap Your Love Around Us," written for use to support Church World Service’s Blanket Sunday.  The hymn is to the well-known tune of CONVERSE 8.7.8.7 D  "What A Friend We Have in Jesus."

"In Times Like These," Paul Janssen.

Readings…

1) Call to Worship   (Bo Prosser)

Leader: Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place…Let us know you are with us this day. 

People: We have come here to worship God…to seek God’s understanding!
Leader: God is with us, no matter where we are–even as we walk through the valley of the shadow of death God is with us. 

People: We praise God wherever we are!  No matter where we live– in comfort or in need…in safety or in danger...We praise God.

Leader: God calls us to caring ministries.  We are called to be the presence of Christ with  our neighbors –near and far– as others have been this presence for us.

All:  God will help us.  We commit to being Christ’s presence for others– no matter where they are– no matter where we are.  We praise God, for the goodness and mercy that overflows. 
Leader: Jesus taught that we should love everyone, even when we don’t understand the “Why” of loving.  Jesus asked us to be present for people in need.  Today we remember those who have been shaken, who have seen their world flooded with tragedy.

People: Wherever there is suffering, let us respond.  Let us commit to be Christ's hands and heart through our prayers, presence and offerings.

Leader: God calls us to ministry especially today in the midst of such suffering around our world.  Natural disasters, poverty, and war cause many around us to face uncomprehendable tragedy, sadness, and death.

People: We pray today for those who suffer.  We give today for those who suffer.  We hurt today for those who suffer.  May God grant us the peace of heavenly blessings this day.

All:  God will help us.  We commit to being Christ’s presence for others– no matter where they are– no matter where we are.  We praise God, for the goodness and mercy that overflows. 
2) Another Litany   (Bo Prosser, edited)

Leader:  Sudden events, difficulties, disasters, turn lives upside down. None of us can make sense of “Why?”  At these times, we must learn to trust in God's provision, to be content with what we have, and to give to those who have suffered in this devastation.

People:  We need help from God when things go wrong.  God gives us trust in divine love as we call out in desperation.  People who have much need to share generously with those who are in need.

 Leader:  We confess that we do not easily look upon the needs of the world; we do not want to be reminded of hunger, sadness, disaster, war, famine.  Forgive us for our isolation and apathy.  Help us to see the needs of the world.  Call us again to recognition, to caring and compassion, to response.  

People:  O God, we offer our lives in love and hope. We trust that you will transform what we are to a people responsive and sensitive to the needs of the world.  Multiply what we give you today, as you always do, and use it for your great purposes to bring light to those in darkness, hope to those in despair, wholeness to those who are broken, and peace to all your people. Amen.

3)  A Litany of Prayer and Mourning Based on Psalm 88   (Tommy Shapard)

One:  God of Creation, we come before you in awe, dumbfounded by the massive power of nature.  [This morning, day, night], the people of Asia, India, and Africa still cry out to you.  We hear their cries; we ask you to continue to hear their prayers.  

Many: Although we cannot know their troubles, help us to pray, O Lord.

One:  God of Salvation, the victims have become abandoned and their mass graves forsaken for reasons of public health.  Touch the lives of the survivors who are now engulfed by the waves of sadness and swept into the depths of despair.  Embrace them with hope.

Many: Although we cannot know their troubles, help us to love, O Lord.

One:  God of Sustenance and Restoration, can your wonders be seen in the dark?  Is your renewal made known to the weary?  People are desperate to sense your liberation from the wrath of nature.  Provide healing, shelter, food, and relief.  Deliver your children.

Many:  Although we cannot know their troubles, help us to share, O Lord.

One:  In the name of God our Creator, God our Salvation, and God our Sustainer and Restorer, we pray that we may serve as the presence of Christ to the people of Asia, India, and Africa.

All:  Let us be your arms to hold them, your heart to comfort them, your resources to help them.  Amen.
Reading or Bulletin Announcement

We hear of disasters and often think of unusual acts of nature or extraordinarily tragic events. We see them played out on our televisions and in newspaper headlines. We tend to think of these as events that occur on the other side of our world, affecting a few thousand people, whose lives will soon be back to normal. 

But the impact of disasters is far greater. Over 250,000 children die in one year alone of hunger in Africa; the financial cost of an earthquake lasting only a few seconds can be over $30 billion - the human cost immeasurable; ethnic tensions tear apart Eastern European states, whilst epidemics wipe out slum populations in Latin America. The costs of recovery from the earthquakes and tsunamis of Southeast Asia will be in the billions.

The key to understanding disasters is to look beyond the event to the level of human involvement. It's the number of people affected, and their ability - or lack of ability - to recover that turns a hazard, whether natural or human-made, into a disaster.  The people who are most affected by disasters are members of poor communities, because their ability to survive is destroyed.  These are the “least of these” to whom Jesus call us.  Our call is to be the presence of Christ with these, through our prayers, through our service, and through our gifts.

Local citizen; global citizen… 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining. I believe in love even when feeling it not. I believe in God even when he/she is silent. -- Composed by a Holocaust victim
Poem…

Somehow  Emily Dickinson 

I reason, Earth is short,
And Anguish – absolute,
And many hurt,
But, what of that?

I reason, we could die –
The best Vitality
Cannot excel Decay,
But, what of that?

I reason, that in Heaven
Somehow, it will be even,
Some new Equation, given –
But, what of that?

Lyric of Healing…Paul Compton

No matter how broken the vessel,
the potter can make it whole.
He can heal every wound
of the broken heart,
every scar of the wounded soul.
He can see every need;
he can feel all the pain;
and he died, and he rose again,
'cause he loved and he cared.

O Lord, can you feel how I'm hurting?
Can you hear me crying in pain?
Oh, the needs that I bear
in this broken heart!
Lord, I long to be whole again.
Can I share it with you?
Will you bear it with me?
Thank you Lord, I believe in you
And I know that you're there.
Paul Compton [paul.compton@berlin.de] is composer, educator, and University professor living in Berlin, Germany.
Books…

Dan Bagby, Crisis Ministry: A Handbook (Smyth & Helwys, 2002)

Charles Bugg, A Faith to Meet our Fears (Smyth & Helwys, 1997)

John Claypool, Tracks of a Fellow Struggler (Morehouse Publishing; Revised edition, 1995)
Joseph R. Jeter, Jr., Crisis Preaching: Personal and Public (Abingdon Press, 1998)

Harold Kushner, When Bad things happen to Good People (Avon; Reissue edition, 1983)
Harold Kushner, The Lord is My Shepherd: Healing Wisdom of the 23rd Psalm (Knopf, 2003)

Harold Ivan Smith, The Grief Care Guide (Beacon Hill Press, 2002)

Harold Ivan Smith, Grievers Ask: Answers to Questions about Grief and Loss (Augsburg, 2004)
