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Dear Quarterly:
Mark Twain once said to some of his critics,
“The reports of my demise are greatly exagger-
ated!” The same could be said for the Sunday
school. Critics have been shouting loudly for
years about the death of Sunday school and
have tried their best to either reform it or kill it
outright. My hunch is that we’ll still be having
Sunday school long after we quit serving donuts
and coffee and do away with high attendance
days! 

—Bozo

Perhaps as you enter into this new year, you
are feeling a bit like my friend “Frustrated in
Alabama.” If so, here are some points to con-
sider as you do a tune-up on your Sunday
school.

People go where they know they’ve been
prepared for and are cared for! This is what the
Sunday school class does best — teaches and
cares. The focus is always on people. We
teach biblical truths that hopefully relate to
meaningful living and Christian growth. 

Many people are searching for a place to
belong. They want to know that they matter,
that they can have a “safe” place to learn and
to connect. A delicate balance of inreach and
outreach must exist. When a class turns
inward too much, the needs of the commu-
nity around them — especially those who are
looking for a place to connect — get ignored.
When a class is too outwardly focused, the
spiritual growth of one another gets ignored. 

People who are deeply connected to
church life more often are connected by their

Sunday school class. 
I still think Sunday school is a vital min-

istry for the church. It can be the place 
where discipleship and spiritual formation are
best taught. The keys are intentionality and
balance. Consider these thoughts:

Sunday School was never meant to be
indepth Bible study. Sunday school has histori-
cally been about a balance of two principles:
quality Bible teaching and sincere personal
interaction. The Sunday school class is one of
the main connecting points to the broader
work of the church. Most classes have less
than 30 minutes of actual class time, whereas
indepth Bible study of any value requires
more than 90 minutes of teaching and has a
high accountability on outside study and
attendance. 

Enlist teachers with a passionate calling for
teaching. Teachers are crucial for meaningful
Sunday school ministry. Granted, some
teachers have lost their effectiveness in the
class experience, but many take their call to
teach seriously and prepare dutifully each
week. We who lead can help teachers under-
stand better their teaching tasks. 

Use a variety of presentation methods. The
teaching event must engage learners through
hearing, seeing and doing. Learners should dis-
cuss issues and present their opinions. Teachers
are responsible for teaching; learners are
responsible for their own learning! Typically, 
I challenge teachers to use three to five differ-
ent teaching approaches for each lesson. This
keeps the energy and interaction at a high
level.

Sunday School should be fun, engaging
and related to today’s world. Teaching and
learning are vital elements of the Christian
life. We can help prevent boredom in Sunday
school by helping teachers embrace their own
creativity. Through periodic training we can
present them with resources outside of the
“quarterly” for initiating meaningful and sin-
cere interactions on questions about faith and
life. As participants perceive that teaching is
relevant, they are more apt to participate with
enthusiasm. 

So, “Quarterly,” don’t be “Frustrated in
Alabama.” Consider the many creative mod-
els and options for doing Sunday school. 

For example, many church leaders are
enlisting a cadre of “content experts.” These
folks share Christian-related seminars consist-
ing of two to four Sundays of presentations.
These seminars are formed around lifestyle
issues that speak to the ministry needs of the
church and the community. These are larger
“assemblies” of people who share from a bib-
lical base to help participants form deeper
spiritually. There are no “roll books” and
plenty of opportunities for sharing.

With some intentional interaction, your
Sunday school can be a vital piece of the spir-
itual formation ministry of your church. The
demise of the Sunday school is greatly exag-
gerated. If we are sharing quality Bible
teaching and quality relational experiences,
people will connect.

Perhaps I am only a voice crying in 
the wilderness, but I’m not ready to give up
yet! BT
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R E S O U R C E S

Dear Bozo: I’m hearing from my Sunday school teachers that “Sunday school is one of the basic ministries of the church.” In our cul-
ture today I think they are out of touch with the times and trying to hold on to an outdated view. I feel more inclined to a focus on
Christian discipleship, spiritual formation, and creative approaches to teaching and learning. We surely don’t keep up with our
attendance figures anymore! Sunday school has long ceased to be a relevant event in our church. Nobody is learning anything in
Sunday school anymore. Am I wrong? What are your insights on the focus and objectives of the Sunday school today? 

—Quarterly Frustrated in Alabama

 


