Discussion for the Conclusion of

“It’s Time…A Journey Toward Missional Faithfulness

Sunday, March 3, 2008

“All this is from God who reconciled us from self through Christ and gave us the ministry o reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them, and he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are, therefore, ambassadors as though God were making His appeal through us.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20 NIV)

REVIEW
Begin your class with a review of each week’s scripture (copies included in packet) and the Food for Thought statements listed below. Copies of the Food for Thought are attached. (10 Minutes) 


Session 1: It’s Time…An Urgent Call To 

Christian Mission 
 “The mission of God is one of continuing reconciliation and redemption. We are invited to participate in this reconciling and redeeming mission”. (p. v)


Session 2: It’s Time…For Spiritual Formation
 “Our identity is not in what we do for God, in what we achieve for God, or in what we accomplish for God It is not in what we accumulate. Our identity is in what we receive. To be formed in Christ means to receive God’s love”. (p.6)


Session 3: It’s Time…To Pray
 “The more we receive God’s love, the more we will desire to give God’s love” (p.14)

“The one who loves much prays much, and the one who prays much loves much.” Chinese proverb. (p. 11)

Session 4:  It’s Time…For Churches to Discover and Fulfill Their God-Given Mission
 “I believe the only way the Church of the 21st century will have any impact in the culture is to recover the wonder and awe, the romance and passion, the amazement and indescribable joy of the biblical message. The hope for the Christian witness in the present context is the Gospel itself. But, that leads to the question, “What is the Gospel?” To that question there are a variety of answers. Some would capsule the Gospel in the most familiar of all Bible verses: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NIV) (p.22)

Session 5: It’s Time…To Have a Passion for the Great Commission of Jesus Christ

 “We can tell our story, and we should not be ashamed of it. It may not be as dramatic as another story: but if it is authentic, it is our story.” (p. 36)


Session 6:  It’s Time…To Do Justice and Mercy

“God’s desire for us is to become a burning bush that is aflame with the Glory of God. God’s desire for us is to become a river of living water out of which life and joy floods to others. God’s desire for us is to become people who are passionate about justice and mercy.” (p. 43)

Session 7: It’s Time…To Rediscover the Baptist Heritage and to Renew the Baptist Witness

 “A personal relationship to Christ is the crucial element that binds us together as Baptists…the common areas that bind us should be stronger than those that seek to divide us!” (p. 21, Teacher Guide)


Session 8: It’s Time…For Hope

 “Hope happens in the context of community. No one can exist (for very long) in isolation!” (p. 22.Teacher Guide)

DISCUSSION

Read each of the following statements and then ask the groups to discuss the questions. (It might be helpful to divide up in groups of 3 or 4 and then have the groups give a report.  Copies of the statements to give groups are included in the packet.) (30 Minutes)

1. “Missional churches are ones that see their purpose for existence as incarnating the life and ministry of Jesus Christ and thus extending the mission of God.” (It’s Time!…an Urgent Call to Christian Mission, Daniel Vestal, p.19)

a. How are you extending the mission of God?

b. How is Leawood Baptist extending the mission of God?

2. In the January 2008 issue of the “ChristianityToday” magazine the following statement was made: 

“Jesus Christ, the Lord of Creation, Redemption, and Fulfillment, calls the church the salt and light of the world. Jesus seems to have had in mind a community engaged in vigorous, self-sacrificing mission that goes to great lengths to enact costly love, that inconveniences itself regularly to seek justice for the oppressed, that creatively serves the forgotten, all to portray that the kingdom of God is at hand.”

a. Visualize what this looks like and discuss how Leawood Baptist might portray that the “kingdom of God is at hand” to the community.

3. William Cary stated:

“Attempt great things for God. Expect great things from God!”

a. How does this statement help you with your visualization of becoming salt and light of the world?

4. Pray and ask God to speak to each person present about their commitment to God and Leawood Baptist Church to become or to be more missional. (10 Minutes)

5. It is the vision of the Adult Discipleship and Missions Committees of Leawood Baptist that every Sunday Morning Discipleship Group commit to having a monthly mission project. 
As a class, please pray and discuss the type mission project you would like to do as a group. Then fill in the form that was provided to the teacher(s) and return to the office. Also, please list a contact person for your discipleship group.

6. Hand out personal commitment cards. (5 Minutes)

