Biographical Sketch - Mary Jayne Allen

I am a Texan by birth – and Texas roots are deep and strong! My dad entered ministry when I was six years of age so I grew up in Arkansas and Missouri as he pastored churches in those states. I moved to Tennessee to attend college, married Bill (a Tennessean) in 1966, and now describe myself as a “Texas-born Tennessean.” Bill is a transportation planner, now semi-retired. 
I received an undergraduate degree in Elementary Education and taught children for several years. After our move to Chattanooga in 1974, I turned my energies to teaching adults - serving as an educational consultant for local, state and national denominational leadership training events. A “late bloomer,” I entered The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, at age forty-one and received a Master of Arts in Christian Education in 1986. This was at the height of controversy and division for Southern Baptists, a source of grief as I began my ministry while letting go of denominational ties that were part of my spiritual heritage. The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, organized for those of us “moderate” Baptists is now my “home.”  


I joined the staff of First Baptist Church in Chattanooga in May 1987, serving first as Minister with Adults and becoming Minister of Christian Education in 1996. In January 1995, the congregation affirmed my gifts, call and ministry in a meaningful service of ordination to ministry. After 20 years of ministry with this congregation, I retired on October 1, 2008. Retirement activities include teaching conversational English, assisting in a first grade classroom at a downtown elementary school, volunteering at the Tennessee Aquarium as a docent, and writing CBF missional formation resources for adults. I look forward to continuing to serve God and others through Christian formation and spiritual guidance. 
Meaningful continuing educational (and spiritual) experiences include a Cancer Residency for Clergy, the Symposium on Ministry with the Aging, a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education, Stephen Ministry Leadership Training, The Academy for Spiritual Formation, and SURSUM CORDA (a Spiritual Directors Formation Program). These experiences, ecumenical gatherings and relationships, readings, and personal retreats have opened doors of opportunity for me to deepen my personal devotional life and relationship with God. My spiritual journey has led me to a new understanding and appreciation of devotional and worship experiences of other Christian faith traditions and the opportunity to integrate them into my personal faith and practice.
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