The Missional Jesus Christ

A LENTEN JOURNEY

COMPANION READING FOR WEEK SEVEN

“IT’S TIME…AN URGENT CALL TO CHRISTIAN MISSION”

Chapter Seven:  “It’s Time!…for Hope”—Pages 53-61

LESSON HELP SEVEN

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2006

“HOLY HEARTBURN:  THE ROAD OF HOPE”

“There are no hopeless situations; there are only people who have grown hopeless about them.”- Clare Boothe Luce

This lesson help will, perhaps, have less to do with the actual teaching of the lesson than any of the helps that I have provided.  Most of you can teach this lesson about the Emmaus disciples without any help that I might be able to provide.  There are hopefully some new insights that you can take from the Sunday School lesson that will heighten an interest in the lesson itself.  We will touch on a few of those matters.

But, I would like to focus your thoughts, briefly I might add, on the centrality of the resurrection experience in the life of the missional Christian.  As I have read and prepared for the writing and teaching of these lessons it became quite clear to me that the center of our Christian lives is involved with cultivating an appropriate lifestyle in the world in which we live that is lived in response to the RESURRECTION.  To put in more simple and straightforward terms, the focus of our Christian experience is the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we, as Christians, need to practice resurrection living.  That leads me to my first question for you this week:  How would you describe a “resurrection lifestyle?”  In essence, the resurrection lifestyle is that lifestyle that has been mirrored by our definition and understanding of the missional lifestyle.  The second point that I need to make in this area of discussion is that the resurrection must be at the center of what we have come to understand as spiritual formation.  EVERYTHING IN OUR LIVES CHANGES WHEN WE ENCOUNTER THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST IN OUR LIVES.  Thus, resurrection becomes the center from which our spiritual formation moves.

The second area of discussion that might lead into your teaching of this lesson follows closely to the first area.  I challenge you to go back and re-experience the time of your conversion, that time when you first came to realize the power and impact that the resurrection of Jesus Christ had/has in your life.  Words that might describe your feelings at that time might be wonder, amazement, awe, respect, and reverence (or course this list could be expanded).  The question that leads out from this time of “re-experiencing” is, “Where has the wonder of the resurrection gone in your life, and perhaps why has it gone?””  Where has the wonder of our lives gone?  Have we become so accustomed to our “do-it-yourself” lifestyle that we have lost that wonder?  Has our quest for knowledge, our competitiveness, and our marriage to work drained our lives of the wonder of what God has done for us and is actually now doing around us?  Have we become captives to the tyranny of the urgent, losing ourselves in the daily-ness of our lives and subsequently losing the awe that should characterize our relationship with Him?  Has, as Eugene Peterson writes, God simply become our trusted and valuable assistant in life who, though an important part of our lives, is in reality only a background player in what we do on a daily basis?  Thus, what has perhaps happened is that we have disconnected God and life.  We have lost our spiritual identities, and for many of us, like the three little kitties and their mittens, “don’t know where to find them.”  I think these two introductory points would serve you well in the teaching of this lesson.

Thus, in reality, I see this lesson to be a lesson about the matter of resurrection hope in our lives.  What does that hope bring to the living of our lives?  How does that hope transform our lives from a missional perspective?  I encourage you to develop your own discussion points and illustrations about the matter of resurrection hope.

Set the stage for the lesson by bringing class members to the point of our lesson passage this week.  First, set the time frame for the events of the lesson as pointed out in paragraph 1 on page 46.  The recounting of days sets the stage for the Emmaus experience.  I was interested in my reading and study on verse 13 to do a bit of research on the city of Emmaus itself.  You might perform an Internet search on the city for background ideas.  The interesting point that you will find is that there is, in reality, no conclusive evidence about the city itself.  I make this point, not to cast a doubt on the existence of the city, to illuminate the importance of talking about the Emmaus locations of our lives.  Frederick Beuchner, in his quote on page 46, helps me to identify the reality of what Emmaus can mean for our lives.  Do we live our lives traveling to and residing in Emmaus—that perfect distance from Jerusalem, where we go to escape the pain and circumstances of our lives like the two disciples did?  This is an important facet of this lesson.

Continue to review the passage with class members.  As you come to verse 15 talk with class members about why these two disciples did not recognize their Unknown Guest.  I wondered as I studied this passage how often our expectations of the encounters that we have with Christ control the vision that we have toward Him.  The same would hold true with their failure to recognize His voice.  Have we missed hearing the voice of God in our lives because we are so busy listening to the other voices of our world that we cannot discern a word from Him?  

I strongly encourage a close reading of the final paragraph on page 47, with specific reference to verse 21.  These two disciples HAD hopes that He was the One who was going to redeem Israel.  I wonder what happens to our hope when Jesus does not meet our expectations of what we think He should do, or have done, in our lives.  Notice as you read this section that the hearts of the disciples “burned” when Jesus broke forth the Word with them.  What lesson does that teach you about the centrality of God’s Word in your life?  (One interesting point that I do not make in the lesson material is the picture of Jesus and the two Emmaus disciples having a meal together.  Do you find it interesting that the disciples invite Jesus to dine with them, mostly probably in their home, but in the passage we find Jesus becoming the host rather than the guest?  Perhaps this is the essence of understanding resurrection hope—Jesus is the host of all of the encounters of our lives, and should never be relegated to the role of guest!)

Time will probably not permit you to illuminate the truths of the ensuing passages of scripture.  If not, please do not leave verse 53 out of your presentation.  This is the key passage in the entire lesson.  What makes the difference in the lives of the disciples that leads them from fear and confusion to worship and praise?  Simply put, their hope had been rekindled.  How can we, as 21st Century believers, rekindle that same hope today?  Close with a brief discussion on the final quote of this lesson as found on page 50:  “How can we, like the disciples, move from the closed doors of our churches and homes to the lost and dying world that surrounds us?  What has to change?”  One commentator closes his study of this passage with these words with which we close this Lenten study:  “I don’t think that we have a great problem understanding what the gospels teach concerning the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  I think our problem is that in spite of all that we know about Jesus, we really don’t believe it.  Our “profession” (what we say we believe) may be post-Pentecost, but our practice, our conduct is pre-Pentecost.  We live more like the disciples lived in Luke than like they lived in Acts.  The facts we know, but do we really believe them?  The power we profess, but do we really practice it?”
