Elise S. Eslinger

Growing up as a “preacher’s kid” in Mississippi, Elise was a magna cum laude music major at Millsaps College, and was awarded the Masters of Theological Studies by St. Meinrad School of Theology, Indiana, in 1994. She has been a church musician since age fourteen, serving as organist and/or director of music and worship arts ministries in numerous congregations across the country. She spent four years, as well, as a member of the Conference Council on Ministries staff of the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Methodist Church on behalf of camping, spiritual formation, worship and discipleship ministries.

As a founding member of the Upper Room Academy for Spiritual Formation, Elise was worship coordinator for the first Academy which began in 1983. She has continued every year since to coordinate worship or serve as a faculty presenter for 2-year and 5-day Academy sessions around the country, as well other Upper Room programs such as SOULFeast, A River Deep and Wide, Spiritual Leaders Gatherings, and other special projects. She compiled and edited the original Upper Room Worshipbook 1985 which was utilized in the Academy sessions for over two decades, as well as in retreat, seminary and congregational settings around the country. She served again as compiler and editor for the exciting new and much expanded edition of the Worshipbook released in 2006, now in its third printing, and its Accompaniment and Worship Leader edition released in June 2007. 

 Some of her music and Spanish translations appear in the United Methodist Hymnal. Her work as a member of the worship staff of the General Board of Discipleship in Nashville during a time of intensive development of new and diverse worship and music resources prior to the UM Hymnal 1989 included editorial coordination or contribution toward Celebremos I and 2, Songs of Zion, Hymns for the Four Winds, Psalms for Singing, Singing Our Prayers, and Songs of Shalom. 
Elise was the founding Director of the Institute for Applied Theology at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, in 2003, which includes the Center for Urban Minsitry, Center for Worship, Preaching and the Arts; Heinrich Center for Wellness Ministry; and, the Pohly Center for Pastoral Supervision and Leadership Formation.  She established, as well, the Roots and Wings Certificate program for equipping lay leaders and helping clergy re-tool for specialty ministries and for new contexts. At UTS she was director of the United Sound Seminary Singers, and was deeply engaged in the worship and spiritual life of the seminary and its outreach in the community and region.  She has just retired from these roles at UTS, but is now engaged in the Doctor of Ministry program, specializing in spiritual formation and worship. She and her husband Dr. Richard Eslinger (professor of worship and preaching, and now Vice-President and Academic Dean of UTS) are frequently called together to be lecturers, retreat leaders, and consultants in many aspects of worship, preaching, music, and spiritual formation---including sacramental renewal, preaching and the arts, recovery of the catechumenate for  baptismal formation, congregational song and sung prayer, and especially exploration of the prayer of the Psalms.  

She serves regularly as director of the West Ohio Annual Conference Choir, and in varied settings continues to work on behalf of congregations and conference gatherings seeking to renew the hospitable, Wesleyan spirit through worship and song in the emerging 21st century Church. She enjoys enlivening congregational song in a wide variety of musical styles.
The Eslingers enjoy three children and their families (especially three grandsons and a new granddaughter), though these loved ones are spread far apart in California, Montana, and North Carolina.  
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