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COMPANION READING FOR WEEK FOUR

“IT’S TIME…AN URGENT CALL TO CHRISTIAN MISSION”

Chapter Four:  “It’s Time!…To Have a Passion for the Great Commission

of Jesus Christ!”—Pages 31-36

LESSON HELP FOUR

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2006

“HIS MISSION—OUR MISSION:

BEING PASSIONATE ABOUT THE GREAT COMMISSION OF JESUS CHRIST”

Matthew 28:16-20

As I began to think about writing this lesson, and the subsequent teaching of it, I quickly came to understand that this lesson has two important facets that must be covered in our presentation.  The first element relates directly to the matter of passion in the life of the believer.  The second element takes this understanding of passion and places it beside the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  Thus, to teach this lesson I feel that both elements deserve our attention—it is therefore appropriate to understand this lesson as a both/and lesson as opposed to an either/or lesson.  I have been heard sermons and have been taught lessons all of my life about the Great Commission.  I can tell you what it means almost word by word, but if I am not passionate about living out my life in “Great Commission style,” the meaning of the Matthew 28 words become quite empty and hold very little meaning for me and for my witness.  Thus, one of the great passions of my life as a missional Christian is that I live my live with passion in relation to living and proclaiming the Great Commission.

PASSION

Now this is a word that might scare a few people, but it is a remarkable word as it relates to our Christian experience.  Thus, as a part of your preparation and presentation I feel that it is important to come to an understanding of what passion is, where our passion lies, and how we as a body can ignite passion within our fellowship, and in this instance, ignite that passion as it relates to the Great Commission.  

At this point I would encourage you to relate these three definitions of passion for class members (from the Study Guide). Use these definitions as discussion starters.

1. Passion is the God-given desire that compels us to make a difference in a particular ministry. 

2. Passion is the powerful underlying emotion that energizes and drives us.  It is what “fires us up, and gets us motivated to action.”  It is that spark that ignites us and motivates us to action.  It is the very heartbeat of who we are that stimulates what we do.  When you get to a topic that is close to your passion, you begin to talk a little faster, get a little more animated, and you just come alive!
3. Passion is personal intensity.  “If you have passion for something, it strikes a chord in you.  It heightens your awareness, engages your attention, and kindles excitement” (Richard Chang).

Use the biblical examples of passion that are listed in the Study Guide to show class members how passion exhibits itself in one’s life.  Caleb, Joshua, Nehemiah, Jeremiah, Peter, and John are just a few who were passionate about fulfilling the calling of God in their lives.  Paul wrote that he was passionate about preaching (he was compelled to preach) the gospel.  Ask class members to comment on the following words from Philip Yancey, “The giants of the faith all had one thing in common:  neither victory nor success, but passion.”
Then take a moment to help class members “move forward” in their thinking related to passion.  We need at this point to move from the biblical examples to “real life” persons who display passion in some shape or form in their lives and ministry.  Ask class members to stop for a moment to think about someone that they know that is obviously excited and driven by a particular passion.  Ask them to describe that person.  For many people this will be a hard exercise because so many people today have allowed passions drain from their lives because of the hectic pace of those lives.

You might also use the texts from your Study Guide to show the interconnectedness between one’s heart and one’s passion.  The two are inseparable, and in the truest sense of the word, what drives and fills our heart is our passion.

Psalm 37:4:  “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.”

Revelation 17:17:  “For God has put it in their hearts to accomplish His purpose…”

Matthew 12:34:  “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.”

Proverbs 4:23:  “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”

Ephesians 6:6:  “Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.”

1 Samuel 12:20:  “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied.  “You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.”

Matthew 6:21:  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.”

Romans 8:27:  “And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.”

Where does passion come from?  If we truly want to see the greatest picture of passion we need once again to look at our example of Jesus Christ and what He taught us through the way He lived His life.  It is also essential for us to understand that it is the Holy Spirit that inspires and ignites (and, of course, plants) passion in our hearts for someone or something, or some ministry.  Our responsibility is to discover/kindle or rekindle that passion in our lives.  You must remember, as Gary Collins tells us in his book Christian Coaching, that God who is so willing to impassion us “is not in the business of playing hide and seek.  He does not call us to the works He’s prepared for us to do and then keep His divinely created passion hidden so that only the fortunate ones discover what it is.”  Thus, our task and mandate is to find that passion.  Nothing can energize or empower us more than our God-given passion as we allow it to drive our lives.

It is at this point that I plan to make the transition in my lesson to help class members to recognize as missional Christians the importance of rekindling and reigniting a deep passion for the Great Commission.  Begin your teaching of this portion of the lesson by examining the setting for the text itself.  Discuss with class members the implications of verse 17 where it says, “When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.”  It will be an interesting discussion with class members how they interpret the meaning of “doubt” in this verse.

Jesus words to His disciples begin with the word, “all.”  This word can be translated to mean, “every part of the whole.”  When power is added to this word all, the resultant meaning teaches us that every aspect, every single part of the whole of power is His.  This relates to the Old Testament concept of omnipotence.  God is all-powerful!  The lesson here is that the battle has already been won, and Jesus Christ is the victor.  During every day of our life we do face battles with “principalities and powers of darkness and evil.”  We are fooling ourselves if we do not think that our lives are not going to be involved with spiritual warfare.  But, how would those battles and our lives be different if we claimed the promise from Christ that all power in heaven and on earth was His, and thus as joint heirs with Him, ours as well?  The battle will be there, but we must always know that the battle has already been won.  

As missional Christians we cannot miss the importance of the following words when Jesus says, “Go ye therefore.”  As your Study Guide suggests, these words are actually translated better by saying, “As you go [or are going].”  Notice that this is not a conditional statement.  The text does not read, “If you go.”  Because our lives and minds are transformed by His presence in us, the natural outgrowth of that transformation is that we will be compelled to go.  It is interesting to note that Christ never entertained the thought that this mandate would be an option for those who believe.

The purpose of our going goes back to our missional call.  We are to teach [make] disciples.  That is a process of transformation that is very akin to the ideas we studied in Week One where we learned that we are called to be agents of spiritual formation.  Note for class members that this call is to go to all the nations of the world to accomplish this purpose.  It is at this point that I encourage you to make sure class members understand the perspective that is being addressed here.  The key to our understanding is to move ourselves from a place theology to a people theology.  The words are ta ethna, and when these words are combined with panta, we do make that move to see that our call is to go not so much to the nations of the world, but to the peoples of the nations.  Ask class members how the two understandings of this perspective differ—going to the nations as opposed to going to the peoples of the nations.  It might make all the difference in the world.

At this time, move with class members to a discussion of how we go about making disciples.  The final paragraph on page 27 provides you an adequate summary of this process.  In essence, we are attempting to translate our “missional-ness” to those with whom we come into contact. 

Do you agree with Dr. Vestal’s statement when he writes, ‘Vestal writes, “I am convinced that the culture of revival evangelism, Sunday School evangelism, weekly visitation evangelism, door-to-door evangelism, and program based evangelism is past.  It’s not that these methods can’t still be used, but they fit a different time than today.  They were born in a different context than today’s congregational context”?

Close your session by elaborating on the following seven suggestions by Dr. Vestal to rekindle your passion to become more intentional as a Great Commission Christian:  

1. Nurture your own relationship to Jesus.

2. Form spiritual friendships (remembering to move outside your “comfort zone”).

3. Practice hospitality.

4. Become involved in at least on “hands-on” ministry that addresses a social or human need.

5. Get to know at least one person of a different color, culture, or class than yourself.

6. Respond to the inner urging of the Spirit.

7. Don’t be ashamed of your story.

