Dear Church Census Participant:

Your church is doing this survey to learn more about the strengths and stresses of families in your congregation.  Your church leaders will use this information to help them respond to the needs of families more effectively. In addition, what we learn about families in your congregation will be added to information gathered in other churches. We will use this information from many churches to help guide us in developing approaches to family ministry we can share with church leaders and ministry students all across the country.  In this way, your congregation is contributing to the ministry of many congregations in many communities.  Your congregation will never be identified by name, however, in order to protect you and your congregation’s privacy.  You may choose not to participate in this study by not turning in your survey or leaving the answers blank. 

Your answers on this survey will become a part of this research, and we are grateful for your participation.  It is very important that you answer every question the best that you can.  If no answer choice is exactly right, then choose the one that comes closest to describing your family.  There are no right or wrong answers; a “correct” answer is one that describes your family best.  

You will not be asked to give your name on this survey, and no one in your congregation will look at your answers.  The surveys from your congregation will be mailed to the research office at Baylor University, where they will be entered in a computer and a report  prepared for your congregation.  You are asked to give us part of your phone number and street address at the beginning of the survey.  We will use these numbers to know which persons taking the survey live in the same household, so we can count you as one family, but not to identify you!  It is very important that we have these numbers so we can accurately identify the different kinds of families and how many there are in your congregation.  Otherwise, if three people from your home fill out the survey, we will think you are three families.  

It takes time and some thinking to fill out this survey.  We are grateful for your willingness to make this investment in the life and ministry of your congregation, and of congregations in many other communities.  Thank you!

Please take this letter with you.  If you have questions about this project, please contact:


Dr. Jon Singletary, Director


Center for Family and Community Ministries


P.O. Box 97320

Baylor University


Waco, Texas 76798-7326


Phone:  254-710-4819
For more information about your role in this research project, you may also contact Dr. Matthew Stanford, Chair of the University Committee for Protection of Human Subjects in Research, College of Arts and Sciences, P.O. Box 97334, Waco, TX. 

