The Missional Jesus Christ

A LENTEN JOURNEY

COMPANION READING FOR WEEK FOUR

“IT’S TIME…AN URGENT CALL TO CHRISTIAN MISSION”

Chapter Five:  “It’s Time!…to Do Justice and Mercy”—Pages 37-43

LESSON HELP FIVE

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2006

“JESUS:  THE ART OF COMPASSION”

Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:18-26

Open your lesson this week with the following question for thought:  “What does God look like?”  Obviously no one can answer that question since we have never seen the face of God.  But in reality we must understand that for us to have a vision of what God “looks” like, we can search the scripture and “see the face” of Jesus Christ and in doing so we can literally see “what God looks like.”  As I point out in the lesson, Jesus came to Earth to show us the face of His Father.  When we see Jesus—the way that He responded to the needs around Him, the way that He greeted and loved people, the way that He embraced the outcasts of society, the way that He befriended the friendless, the way that His life exhibited total selfless-ness, the way that He showed and shared mercy, grace, love, and compassion—we literally can see how God would embrace and do the same.  We can also point to the fact that Jesus, as we have previously studied, totally and completely “emptied” Himself, taking on the form and identity of a servant for all of mankind.  Thus, when we see Jesus, we see God.  But, where do we go today to see the picture of Jesus?  My point in the lesson this week is that our call to be missional Christians is a call to show the world in word and in deed the face of Christ by exhibiting and exemplifying the same attributes of His life in our lives today.

Continue this discussion by noting that as we embrace the call to be missional Christians, our minds, hearts, and lives are TRANSFORMED and we develop a new vision for how we look at people.  Last week we came to understand that we need to have a passion for the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  That passion expresses itself in our daily going to the peoples of all of the nations of the world, including our own.  When we begin to see people (and I mean really see them!) we will be more inclined to express the same sentiment and actions that were expressed by Jesus Christ Himself.  You will remember that Jesus depicted the people that He encountered on many occasions as being harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  When we begin to see people like this, we will be moved with acts of compassion.  But, we must then come to a clearer understanding of what compassion actually means, and what it means for us, as missional Christians, to become instruments of His compassion in our world today.

Thus, help class members to develop a clear and concise definition of the meaning of compassion.  I would encourage you to do “searches” and read excerpts from various writings related to acts of compassion.  Seek out quotes related to compassion.  What do you find as the central theme that permeates each of these ideas and acts of compassion?  

TRANSITION:  The first transition for this week’s lesson will lead us to look at the Old Testament to see what God’s spokespersons had to say with relation to that matters of doing justice, loving mercy, and acting compassionately with and toward their fellow man.  You might take the time to just review for yourself some of these themes as related by the Major and Minor Prophets.  It is an interesting parallel for us to see how many of the “life situations” to which these prophets spoke mirror our lifestyles today.  I have often wondered what Micah or Amos (you can add the name) might say to us if they were to come and bring a word to us from the Lord.  What do you think that message would be?  And, the corollary question is perhaps just as important, “How do you think we would respond to that message?”

Looking at page 31, I would like for you to share this passage from Deuteronomy 27:17-19 with your class members.  Ask class members to keep this verse in focus throughout the lesson.  Mention as a part of introducing these verses the point of God’s love as it overflows for those who live on the margins of society.  We will revisit this issue of those on the margins of society later in the lesson.

Using you Sunday School lesson materials and other study helps, give class members a brief introduction to the book of Micah noting the three oracles of judgment that are present in the book.  Note also how God had fulfilled His part of the covenant relationship that had been established with the people of Israel.  How though had the people responded?  Give class members, once again using your study helps, a verse-by-verse exposition of Micah 6:1-8.  Be sure to make the following points as you present this exposition.

1. The fact of God’s faithfulness to His people in fulfilling His part of the covenant.

2. The call to remember also needs your attention.  How does the term “re-experience” heighten our call to remember.  What are the specific things that God is calling the people to remember?  What should that remembrance evoke in their hearts and lives?  

3. How does the plaintiff (Israel) respond?  Do you see any parallel as to how that response might mirror a similar response that we might make if the same indictment were to be leveled against us?

4. How does God respond (in verses 6-7) to Israel’s somewhat haughty response to His call to remember? 

5. Verse 8 is our obvious key passage in this text.  Point out to class members that Israel (we) really does not have an excuse.  God has told them and has shown them what is good.  The standard is not in question.  This seems to me to be a key point in this lesson.  They seem to be confused about the standard when God has clearly set that standard for them.  APPLY THIS POINT CLEARLY TO OUR SITUATION TODAY.  

6. Note for class members that the good that God speaks of shows itself in three distinct ways.

A. Doing justice (explain what God means here).

B. Loving mercy and kindness (again explain).

C. Walking humbly with your God (again explain).

7. I would especially like for you to pay close attention to the closing line of page 33—In reality, when hasnea is present in our lives, the natural outgrowth of that walk will produce hesed and mishpat.”  Assist class members in discussing and understanding the implications of this statement.

TRANSITION:  The second transition comes with a clear demonstration of how Micah 6:8 is lived out in the life of an individual—again that individual being our model of the missional Presence, Jesus Christ Himself.  Go back to the Deuteronomy passage again and mention that God is most concerned about those on the margins of society.  Have class members to give specific examples from the life of Jesus of ministering to persons on the margins of society.  Then, lead your class to begin a discussion of those persons that we find on the margins of our society today.  Who are these individuals?  Lead class members to an assessment of why we are not ministering today with the same compassion that Jesus met and ministered to people with as He journeyed through life.

Then tell class members that we will take a look at two specific examples of how Jesus ministered with compassion on one of His “typical” days.  As you prepare for this teaching, think about how we might have responded to the needs of these people in relation to how Jesus responded to them.  Here are a few points that you will want to be sure that you cover.

1. The example of Jesus being sensitive to the needs of single individuals in the midst of the masses.  

2. The position of Jairus as a leader of the synagogue.

3. How Jesus ministered to Jairus in spite of who he was and perhaps the things that he had said about or even done to Jesus in the past.  Note here the fact that Jesus refused to allow the past to hinder meeting the present needs of this man and his family.

4. The compassion that Jesus had for the woman in the way that He addressed her, “Daughter.”

5. “God loves each one of us as if there is only one of us to love.”

6. What did these two healings cost Jesus?  I loved the quote by Bernard Shaw, “I want to be thoroughly used up when I die.”  How does this relate to our response of compassion.

Close with an explanation of the results of these acts of compassion on the part of Jesus.  Have class members to discuss the implications of “News of this spread throughout the region” as the idea relates to Jesus and to our lives and responses as missional Christians.

