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Theme for Advent:  The Advent wreath this year will focus on the plight, hope and faith of refugees around the world and the Christians who are working to help them.  
Advent 1:
December 2

Hope


Lighting the Advent Wreath:


Read Isaiah 11:1-10

Mary and Joseph were refugees twice.  Before Jesus was born, they were forced to leave Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem by decree of the Roman Emperor.  After Jesus’ birth, they were forced to flee Bethlehem for Egypt due to King Herod’s murderous intent.  This Advent Season, as we light the Advent wreath, we remember the plight, hope and faith of refugees in today’s world and our call to help them find the Light of Christ.  

This morning we remember refugees who often find themselves the unwelcome guests of other countries.  Albanians in Greece are often accused of taking jobs from Greeks, overwhelming the social services system, and increasing the crime rate.   Isaiah foretells a time when God will judge all people fairly.  On that day wolves and lambs will live together in peace.  Paul’s hopeful call was for a church where there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)  

Bob and Janice Newell are working to bring about this day in Athens, Greece.  They are candles of hope for the Albanian people who have moved to Greece, seeking a better life.  As we light the Advent Candle of Hope, we praise God for people like Bob and Janice as we commit ourselves to being ministers of reconciliation in a broken and hurting world.  

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
Advent 2

December 9

Anticipation

Lighting the Advent Wreath:



Read Isaiah 2: 1-5

Mary and Joseph were refugees twice.  Before Jesus was born, they were forced to leave Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem by decree of the Roman Emperor.  After Jesus’ birth, they were forced to flee Bethlehem for Egypt due to King Herod’s murderous intent.  This Advent Season, as we light the Advent wreath, we remember the plight, hope and faith of refugees in today’s world and our call to help them find the Light of Christ.  

This morning we remember refugees who are made refugees by war and who anticipate the coming of the day when swords are beaten into plowshares.

One such refugee is a Afghan man named Basim.  When Basim arrived in San Francisco he wandered around lost in the airport for two days.  A doctor, he and his family had fled Afghanistan, where he had been imprisoned for six months and twice abducted and held for ransom.  Basim was granted refugee status in the United States four years ago, but he didn’t have enough money to pay the fees necessary to bring his entire family.  For now, his wife and children live in a refugee camp in Pakistan as he tries to earn enough money to bring them to the United States.  Finding work is difficult and Basim is virtually homeless.  Rick Sample, a CBF Missionary working with internationals in San Francisco, and two local pastors befriended Basim.  They shared meals together in their homes and talked about God’s love.  One night, over dinner, Basim told them he wanted to commit himself to following Jesus and he prayed for salvation.  “As I have experienced God’s forgiveness, I feel I could forgive all those people who have abused me during my life,” Basim said.  Basim still lives in great anticipation of being reunited with his family.  With the hope of Christ in him, he also lives in the anticipation of a world without war or refugees from war.  

As we light the candles of hope and anticipation, we praise God for people like Rick Sample and commit ourselves to sharing the good news of Jesus to people like Basim.  
Lighting the Candles of Hope and Anticipation.
And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  (Romans 13:11-12)
Advent 3
December 16

Patience


Lighting the Advent Wreath

Read Isaiah 35: 1-10

Mary and Joseph were refugees twice.  Before Jesus was born, they were forced to leave Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem by decree of the Roman Emperor.  After Jesus’ birth, they were forced to flee Bethlehem for Egypt due to King Herod’s murderous intent.  This Advent Season, as we light the Advent wreath, we remember the plight, hope and faith of refugees in today’s world and our call to help them find the Light of Christ.  

Isaiah writes to a group of refugee/exiles who patiently wait for God to miraculously carve a highway through the desert in order to bring them home.  Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:20 that we are God’s ambassadors – God works through us to bring help to people in need.  

This morning we remember refugees who must patiently wait for God’s people to come to their aid, bringing them hope for the future  They are people like Shuaib and Bibi who fled warlords and violence in their native Somalia.  They spent five years in a refugee camp in Egypt before being allowed to come to the United States.  They stepped off of an airplane in Tucson, Arizona with their two children and one suitcase containing the family’s entire belongings.  But they were not alone.  Fifteen members of the Pantano Baptist Church were waiting with open arms to receive them.  That night the family had a hot meal in an apartment the church had furnished, and over the next months, church members would take the family to the grocery store, job interviews, banks, doctors and help them in other ways as they transitioned to the new culture.  
“We are the presence of Christ to a family who did not speak English, had no belongings, who were put into an unknown culture,” said the church’s pastor Glen Foster.  “By building relationships with them, loving them and providing for them, we met physical, emotional and spiritual needs.”  

More than a year later church members are still helping their Somalian friends, including hosting a baby shower last spring for the couple’s third child.  And on short notice, the church recently adopted its second refugee family.  This time it’s a family of ten from Burundi in Central Africa.  

As we light the candles of hope, anticipation and patience we praise God for churches such as Pantano Baptist Church and commit ourselves to welcoming outsiders, strangers and refugees in our part of the world.

Lighting the candles of Hope, Anticipation and Patience
Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters.  Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.  Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

(Hebrews 13:1-3)

Advent 4
December 23

Obedience


Lighting the Advent Wreath

Read 2 Corinthians 9: 12-15

Mary and Joseph were refugees twice.  Before Jesus was born, they were forced to leave Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem by decree of the Roman Emperor.  After Jesus’ birth, they were forced to flee Bethlehem for Egypt due to King Herod’s murderous intent.  This Advent Season, as we light the Advent wreath, we remember the plight, hope and faith of refugees in today’s world and our call to help them find the Light of Christ.  
Paul celebrates God’s indescribable gift – grace.  The experience of grace leads us to obey God – putting serving others above our own personal wants and needs.  

This morning we celebrate the life of a refugee named Phillipe.  Phillipe comes from the Congo, an area of the world that has seen four million people die in the last four years due to ethnic killings between rival militia groups.  In spite of this, Phillipe managed to survive.  His family gathered the money they had and sent him away from the violence, hoping that one day he would find a safe place and be able to send help back to them.  Phillipe traveled halfway across the continent of Africa any way he could – by foot, by car.  He escaped bandits and human traffickers and survived a trek across the Sahara Desert.  When he arrived in North Africa, Phillipe learned he wasn’t welcome in this region either, but he finally found work with a local humanitarian organization.  “Phillipe has chosen to work every day to assist others through his work,” said a friend.  “His love and commitment to others is making an incredible difference in the lives of many.  This young man who has nothing gives his all for others – he is a very Christ-like example.”  

As we light the candles of Hope, Anticipation, Patience and Obedience we praise God for people like Phillipe who obediently bear the light of Christ in a dark world.  We commit ourselves to respond to God’s grace through obedient service.
Lighting the Candles of Hope, Anticipation, Patience and Obedience

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  (2 Corinthians 9: 12-15)
Christmas Eve


Lighting the Advent Wreath

Read Matthew 2: 9-11

Mary and Joseph were refugees twice.  Before Jesus was born, they were forced to leave Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem by decree of the Roman Emperor.  After Jesus’ birth, they were forced to flee Bethlehem for Egypt due to King Herod’s murderous intent.  This Advent Season, as we light the Advent wreath, we remember the plight, hope and faith of refugees in today’s world and our call to help them find the Light of Christ.  
The Magi traveled far in order to encounter Jesus.  Their response to him was to worship him and offer him extravagant, sacrificial gifts.  If our response is any less than humble worship and extravagant sacrifice, it is inadequate.  We are called to go to the ends of the earth, to the dangerous places in the cause of Christ.  
CBF Missionaries Steve Clark and Annette Ellard know something about sacrifice.  They traveled to Burma, a country that can be quite dangerous for Christians in order to fulfill a promise.  Tha Toa Too is a Burmese refugee and a friend of theirs.  She was able to escape Burma with her husband and children, but her parents and siblings are still living in a refugee camp in Burma.  When she heard that Steve and Annette would be traveling to the refugee camp, she made a request.  Would they find her parents and take a picture of them together?  She gave them a package to take which included letters, chocolate for her mother, and more than 100 photos of their growing grandchildren.  

When Steve and Annette arrived at the guard gate of the refugee camp, they were waved in – even though just days before an aid organization had been denied entry.  An announcement was made over the loudspeaker that anyone with family or friends in Kentucky or Ohio should gather at a designated shelter.  

“We approached those crowded under a black tarp on bamboo poles – a small shade from the noonday sun,” Annette said.  “As we delivered all the mail entrusted to us, I became overwhelmed by being in the middle of a miracle.  Suddenly, letters and photos and chocolates seemed like gold and frankincense and myrrh.”  Among those gathered at the tent were Tha Toa Too’s parents, who had their picture taken together!

Tonight we light the candles of Hope, Anticipation, Patience and Obedience.  We also light the Christ candle, celebrating how far Christ came for us.  As we light these candles we praise God for people like Steve Clark and Annette Ellard who are willing to travel far in order to bring the light of Christ to dark corners of the world.  We commit ourselves to going out of our way and even traveling far in order to be the light of Christ in dark places.  

Lighting the Advent Wreath
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
