INTRODUCTION TO THE LENTEN SERIES

“The Missional Jesus Christ”

“The missional church is about empowering people to discover and use their passion on purpose to be the presence of Christ in their worlds whether anyone joins the church or not.”—Bo Prosser, Coordinator for Congregation Life, CBF

The missional church.  We have heard about it.  We have talked about it.  But, in reality, what does it mean for First Baptist Church to be a missional church?  And, more to the point, what does it mean for you and me to be missional Christians?  As a part of our 2006 focus of being a church “On Mission,” we are embarking on this Lenten series of Sunday School lessons, which have been designed to give us deeper insight and assistance in answering the aforementioned questions.  Using Dr. Daniel Vestal’s wonderful book, It’s Time…An Urgent Call to Christian Mission, as a guide, it has been my goal to provide a series of Sunday School lessons for the adults in our church that will give us a clearer, more succinct picture of what is involved in being the transforming presence of Jesus Christ in our world today.  If we are to be the presence of Christ in our world, the focus of our lives must be on the One who was the most missional person ever—Jesus Christ Himself.  Thus, our series of lessons is entitled The Missional Jesus Christ.  On the next page you will find our series outline and dates.  It is my hope that you will be able to participate in the study of as many of these lessons as possible and in reading Dr. Vestal’s book.

Be reminded—the journey toward being missional Christians and a missional church is just that, a journey.  It is a process that engages each of us in a new way of thinking about how we as individuals and as congregations can discover and rediscover what it means to be His agents of formation and transformation in our world today.  It is a wonderful journey on which we all must embark!

Many thanks to Bill Wilson, Larry Flanagan, and especially to Kim Heath for their excellent support and encouragement in the preparation of these lessons.  Their spiritual insight and depth have been essential to me in the process of compiling and writing these lessons.  Thanks especially to Kim for her invaluable editing of each of the lessons for me, and to Nikki Garner for her assistance in proofreading.

Phillip Cannon

