The Missional Jesus Christ

A LENTEN JOURNEY

COMPANION READING FOR WEEK TWO

“IT’S TIME…AN URGENT CALL TO CHRISTIAN MISSION”

Chapter Two:  “It’s Time!…to Pray!”—Pages 9-16

LESSON HELP TWO

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2006

“JESUS:  MASTER PRAYER”

Hebrews 5:7-10; John 17; and selected passages

Remember:  “A missional Christian (church) is like…”

Beginning your preparation:  It is important to remember in this series of lessons that we are painting the picture of a missional Christian, using Jesus as our model.  Last week, we began the portrait by emphasizing the importance of spiritual formation in the life of the missional Christian and the missional church.  We noted that spiritual formation is an outgrowth of our taking on the mind of Christ (or vice versa, as we take on the mind of Christ we become more deliberate and intentional in our quest for spiritual formation).  Thus, the first call is for each of us to be TRANSFORMED by the renewing of our minds, rather than being conformed to the ways of this world.

Once this transformation process begins, our lives begin to reflect the image and actions of Christ.  One of the integral aspects of our lives that will be transformed is our PRAYER life.  We can enhance that process by using Jesus as our example of the One who is the MASTER PRAYER.  As you begin to prepare to teach this lesson, I would like for you to do something that I have often asked you to do:  BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND.  That sounds good, but what am I actually talking about in relation to this statement?  I would encourage you to begin your teaching preparation by reading the conclusion of this week’s lesson.  The questions that are posed and the points that are made can easily serve as your frame of reference for your teaching.  For your convenience, let me review this conclusion with you:

“Is this possible?  Can we follow the example of the Master Prayer?  Can we…

· Pray with that same frequency with which Jesus prayed?

· Pray with fervency, compassion, and passion?

· Pray with a powerful sense of urgency?

· Pray in obedience?

· Pray with complete and reverent submission?

· Pray victoriously?

· Pray with intimacy to the One who is our Father?

· Pray that in all things He would be glorified?

· Pray prayers of petition and intercession entering the lives of others and seeing their needs as Christ sees them?

· Pray that we would be sanctified and sent according to His call in our lives?

· Pray for unity and oneness that all might experience the power of His love?

· Pray with the same kind of love (agape) that Jesus had in His heart for each of us?”

Therefore, the picture has been painted for you.  The attributes of an effective prayer life have been laid out before you.  Read each of these bullet points once again.  Each of these bullet points need to be mentioned in some way, with a scriptural base, in your teaching time this week.

Once again, an excellent starting point for this lesson will be developing an understanding related to the URGENCY that we must develop in our prayer lives.  If prayer is the base for the essence of abundant lives for each of us, why do we have so much difficulty when it comes to praying?  Have class members to offer the hindrances they encounter in developing an effective prayer life.  Do we yearn for an effective prayer life with the same intensity that we yearn for the air that we breathe?  I would also be interested in your class member’s definitions of that true prayer means to each of them.

Having developed a call to urgency in deepening our prayer lives, briefly talk with class members about how scripture shows Jesus praying at all of the great moments in His life and also relate to them the times that He prayed (see page 10).  How do we apply what is stated in these scripture passages to our own lives?  

To be very honest, I had intended to only use the John 17 passage as my point of reference for this week, but (again, quite honestly) I “happened up” on the Hebrews 5:7-10 passage of scripture.  I was amazed at how well this passage spoke to how Jesus is to be our model in our prayer lives.  Look at the passage and discuss it with your class members from the following perspectives, making sure that you translate each point from how that attribute showed itself in His life to how it might show itself in our lives:

1. Jesus offered up His prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears—relating this point to His fervency, urgency, compassion, and passion in His praying.

2. The prayers of Jesus were heard because of His reverent submission—are our prayers born out of a lifestyle that is characterized by reverent submission?  Do we live a lifestyle that would be able to reflect, “not my will, but Thy will be done”?

3. Jesus learned obedience by what He suffered—what role does obedience play in the development of your prayer life?  Is your life bathed in obedience to the call of God and His leadership in your life?

4. Do we pray with a sense of true victorious living, praying expectantly that our lives might exemplify the journey toward completeness in Him?

At this time introduce the high priestly prayer of Jesus that is found in John 17.  It is important to understand that we could spend an entire quarter studying the truths that are found in this marvelous prayer from the lips of Jesus.  Thus, it will be important to focus your thoughts on specific points of the prayer.  Please use your judgment in how you structure your teaching of this prayer.  As one of the loftiest  and most sublime prayers ever uttered, this prayer dwells both on the mission of Jesus and the mission of His followers.  Keep in mind as you study and prepare that you are using this prayer as an EXAMPLE of how our prayer lives might be enhanced and strengthened.

Jesus—As He Prays for Himself (John 17:1-5)

As you approach the teaching of this section of the lesson, I would encourage you to focus on two specific points with relation to the prayer:

1. The address of the prayer.  Spend some time with class members discussing how we are to view God in relation to our prayer lives.  The Aramaic “Abba” is so vital to our understanding of the kind of God that we worship.  Even with that intimacy that is portrayed in that term, we also recognize that God is the Holy God of Israel, who is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent.  It is important to understand the meaning of God as FATHER.  What does it mean to you for God to be both the Holy God of Israel, with all that knowledge, power, and presence, while at the same time being our Abba?  That is a transforming thought that we must work towards understanding!

2. Jesus certainly understood, as is seen in this prayer, that His role here while on earth was to bring glory to His Father.  In doing so, He would also be bringing glory to Himself.  The imagery here is profound.  I have often said to you that our main purposes here on earth are two-fold:  We are, with every breath that we take, to seek to bring glory and honor to the Father; and, we are to build up (edify) our fellow man.  What does it mean for you to bring glory to God in your daily living?  Have class members respond to C. S. Lewis’ statement, “The glory of God, and, as our only means to glorifying Him, the salvation of human souls, is the real business of life.”  
Jesus—As He Prays for His Disciples (John 17:6-19)

Focus your attention in the first part of this section on verse 9 where it says, “Jesus prayed for them (His disciples).”  If we to develop the kind of prayer life that Jesus calls us to we are going to have to develop our understanding of the need for prayers of intercession.  At this point, you are encouraged to go back to Dr. Vestal’s opening statements in for this chapter of the book, “The one who loves much prays much, and the one who prays much loves much.”  Love is at the center of intercession; and, that love is the agape love that Jesus Christ had for each of us.  What impact does intercessory prayer have on our lives?  

Examine with class members each of the intercessory prayers that Jesus offered in this section of the high priestly prayer.

1. The prayer for guidance and protection for the disciples (vv. 11-14).

2. The prayer for the disciples to find that “good” balance between godly living and service to the world in Christ’s name (vv. 15-16).

3. The prayer for the followers of Christ to be sanctified as they are being sent (vv. 17-19).

4. The prayer in verse 18 for the believers to “actualize” what they have gained from their time with Christ; to move from being learners of the message to being spreaders of the message.

Jesus—As He Prays for all Future Believers (John 17:20-26)

The final section of this prayer deals with a point that was made in last week’s lesson related to the importance of oneness and unity in the lives of all who claim to be His followers.  To be a missional Christian we must exhibit this spirit of unity and oneness with our fellow man.  We are to be diligent, as Jesus was, in praying for the unity of all people in His name.  

Close the Session---(if there is time left!)

I plan to close the session by pointing out the fact that our goal in praying is to model Christ Himself.  We will never realize the fullness of His prayer life, but that cannot stand as an out for us in not seeking to develop the fullness of the potential to be the kind of prayers that He has called us to be.

J.J./S.D.G.

