
As founder and president of the Evangelical Association

for the Promotion of Education, Campolo has supported

tutoring for urban children in North America. He has

helped provide care to hundreds of African children

orphaned by AIDS and has been instrumental in bring-

ing the presence of Christ to countless individuals.

Assembly participants will enjoy a rare opportunity

to hear Campolo speak free of charge during the open-

ing session of the June 26-28 assembly in Charlotte, N.C.

A professor emeritus of sociology at Eastern University

in St. Davids, Penn.,

Campolo served for 10

years on the University

of Pennsylvania faculty.

He is currently an

associate pastor at

Mount Carmel Baptist

Church in West

Philadelphia.

Campolo will share

personal insights as he

challenges participants

to catch a vision of the

mission that God has

given to every Christian

and every church.

Singer-songwriter Kate Campbell and spiritual

formation author Marjorie Thompson will lead worship

and prayer focuses during the general sessions. 

Campbell, the daughter of a Baptist preacher, made

her recording debut in 1995 with “Songs from the Levee.”

Her gift for storytelling and her command of a full-range

of American music styles have combined to earn

Campbell recognition as a formidable talent by critics.

Her “Moonpie Dreams” (1997) and “Visions Of Plenty”

(1998) each garnered “Folk Album Of The Year” nomi-

nations from the Nashville

Music Awards.

Her sixth and most recent

album, “Monuments,” was

inspired by the folk carvings

of African-American artist
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Campbell will give a mini-concert during the assembly on

Friday morning. 

Thompson is director of the Pathways Center for

Spiritual Leadership with Upper Room Ministries. An

ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),

Thompson is a retreat leader, teacher and speaker in the

area of Christian spirituality.

She served as the chief architect of the Companions in
Christ spiritual formation resource now used by many CBF

congregations.

The three-day gathering at the Charlotte Convention

Center begins with workshops at 2 p.m., Thursday. Events

include times of worship, fellowship and learning, with

more than 100 workshops

available.

Assembly
Highlights:
• New global missions field
personnel will be commis-
sioned.

• CBF Coordinator Daniel
Vestal will preach on “CBF
Being the Presence of Christ
in the World.”

• CBF-endorsed chaplains
and pastoral counselors will
be recognized. 

• A business session will
include the election of
Coordinating Council mem-
bers and the adoption of CBF’s
2003-04 budget.

• “Baptist Voices” will give
testimonies of being the pres-
ence of Christ globally.

• A Resource Fair will feature
more than 90 exhibitors and
will include three major
bookstores and a CBF
“Missions Marketplace.” 

• Jubilate!, a multi-state youth
choir from CBF churches in
Georgia, South Carolina and
Tennessee, will perform
Thursday evening.

• Alabama pastor Sarah
Jackson Shelton will preach
Friday evening.

• Retired North Carolina pastor Jack Causey will lead a time
of communion and commissioning on Saturday morning.

• First Baptist Church, Asheville, N.C., will provide choral
music Saturday morning.

• A Children’s Assembly will provide learning experiences
for preschoolers through 6th grade. f!

To pre-register online, make hotel reservations, or access the

latest information, go to www.cbfonline.org . For assistance

with online hotel reservations, call toll-free (866) 748-3055. 

A pre-registration form and additional information is also

available in an 8-page insert in the April/May 2003 issue of the

fellowship! newsletter.
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Following are some of the General Assembly auxiliary events:

Baptist Women in Ministry 20th Anniversary Celebration

Banquet and Concert

Wednesday, June 25, 6 p.m., Westin Hotel

With the theme “We Have These Treasures,” the celebration

will focus on the gifts and accomplishments of women in ministry.

Kate Campbell will also perform in concert. Cost is $45. 

For more information, contact Susan Miller at (913) 321-

6864 or <bwim@bwim.org>. 

Companions in Christ Training Event

Wednesday, June 25, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 

St. JohnÕs Baptist Church, Charlotte

This training will equip leaders to introduce and lead small

spiritual formation groups. Materials and lunch are included.

Cost is $100 for the first person from a church and $85 for

each additional person. 

For more information, contact Eileen Campbell-Reed at

<eileen.cr@mindspring.com>.

High School Choir Home Concert

Wednesday, June 25, 6:30 p.m., 

Providence Baptist Church, Charlotte

The choir, ensemble and hand bells of Providence Baptist

Church invite “early arrivers” to the General Assembly to join

them for a concert. 

For more information, contact Marie Cook Irving at 

(704) 366-4030 x 23 or <mirving@providencebc.org>. 

Congregational Leadership Institute

Thursday, June 26, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Westin Hotel 

Brian McLaren, founding pastor at Cedar Ridge Community

Church in Spencerville, Md., will discuss “The Church on the

Other Side.” 

For more information, contact Mary McCoy at (770) 220-

1637 or <mmccoy@cbfnet.org>.

Pre-assembly Events

Become a 
Partner in Hope
THE ASSEMBLY’S FEATURED MINISTRY

offering will go to Partners in Hope:

CBF’s Rural Poverty Initiative, a 20-

year commitment to the people in 20

of the nation’s poorest counties. CBF

is working alongside local residents to

help them achieve their dreams for

their community and to introduce

them to God’s love. You can become

a Partner in Hope and help CBF meet

its General Assembly Offering goal of

$100,000. Giving … it’s what

Fellowship people do.

All Aboard 
the CBF Express
THOSE NORTH CAROLINA RESIDENTS

who want to avoid traffic, road

construction slowdowns and

downtown parking fees can get

aboard the CBF Express. CBF has

negotiated with the North Carolina

Department of Transportation to dub

a train, which travels daily from

Raleigh to Charlotte and back, as the

“CBF Express.” For more information

and to receive online discounts, go to

www.bytrain.organd click on

“Passenger Trains,” then

“Promotions.” Free shuttle service

from the train station to the Charlotte

Convention Center is available.
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The Mission 
CBF Global Missions Field Personnel Merrie Harding

spoke last fall to a Woman’s Missionary Union meeting at

the College Park Baptist Church senior center in Orlando,

Fla. Harding’s plea: Volunteers were needed to produce

knitted hats for the children of Afghanistan. 

Edna Pinson, a College Park member, had helped with

similar projects in the past. Experience and available hat

patterns made Pinson the perfect person to lead the project.

Support came quickly as women from the church and

College Park Towers – the senior center belonging to the

church – volunteered their time to produce hats.    

“Some of the women were in their 90s,” Pinson says.

“One woman wanted to help, but was on a limited income

and couldn’t afford the yarn.”

Pinson presented the problem to the congregation.

“The Wednesday night service immediately provided me

with more than $70 for supplies,” she recalls.

During the months that followed, a dozen women created

more than 350 hats for

Afghan children. Pinson

calls the project “of the

Lord. He took over and

made it happen.”

The Miracle
This past February, the

completed hats were to

be delivered by Merrie’s

husband, David, who

serves with Merrie as

CBF international coor-

dinators for emergency

response and transfor-

mational development.

At the last minute, the

Afghanistan trip was

cancelled. Merrie

received the news while

on a school field trip with

her children.  

In her disappointment,

Merrie shared the prob-

lem with Jan Gidel, the

mother seated next to her on the bus ride home. To

Merrie’s amazement, Gidel – who works on The JESUS

Film Project with her husband, Steve – had the answer.

She told Merrie of a small group that would soon be leav-

ing to visit widows and orphans in Afghanistan. 

“I feel very blessed to have been at the right place at the

right time, to see God use a little conversation between

Merrie and me to accomplish this,” Gidel says. “I have

prayed that those receiving the hats will feel the love that

went into making them.” 

The Ministry
Within weeks, team members headed to Afghanistan with

approximately 150 hats inside their luggage. The group

visited 133 widows, giving hats to more than 40 of their

children.  

“The children were so excited to get these beautiful

hats,” says one team member. “They knew the hats came

from Christian ladies in the United States wanting to show

their love and to invest in their lives.” 

The team gave 100 hats to a local orphanage, with plans

to take the remaining 200 hats into the country soon.

“It was wonderful to see the way this opened up through

CBF,” Merrie says. “All these people working together to

demonstrate the love of Christ is remarkable!” f!

For more information about hat distribution to children in

need throughout the world, contact Merrie Harding at 

(407) 816-2074 or <dharding@cbfnet.org>.

By staff writer Jo Upton

Loving Hands Create Hats 
for Afghanistan Children

G
LO

BAL M
ISSIO

N
S &

 M
IN

ISTRIES

3

Afghan children wear hats knitted for them by women from College
Park Baptist Church in Orlando, Fla.
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Afghan Relief

Orphanages in Afghanistan often

house 900 to 1,200 young

people between the ages of 6

and 18 in buildings built to

accommodate 200. Even under

these conditions, local workers –

supported by relief organizations

– manage to feed and educate

the children.  

The needs in Afghanistan are

still great. At this time, the

Fellowship is involved in three

major projects – supplying water,

doing various developmental

work, and participating in

ongoing work with kindergartens

and nutrition efforts. 

To contribute, make checks

payable to CBF, marked

"Afghan Relief," project num-

ber 17009, and send to CBF, P.O.

Box 101699, Atlanta, GA 30392. 
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CBF -ENDORSED MIL ITARY CHAPLAINS played an

important role during Operation Iraqi Freedom as they

fulfilled the Fellowship’s vision to be the presence of 

Christ – even in difficult circumstances.

CBF-endorsed military chaplains deployed during the

war include U.S. Army chaplains Captain Geoff Bailey of

Fort Bliss, Texas; Major Scott Sterling of Fort Jackson, S.C.;

and Captain Michael C. Cox of Fort Hood, Texas; and U.S.

Navy chaplains Lieutenant Erskine Alvis of Norfolk, Va.,

and Commander Ron Craddock of Hampton Roads, Va.

More deployments are expected.

Craddock, a Navy chaplain for 16 years, reports that during

the war, the crew on board the U.S.S. Theodore Roosevelt

slept during the day and worked all night to support missions.

Each “day” began about 6 p.m. and included meeting

sailors and marines in their workspaces and providing 

on-the-spot counseling. Craddock and his team led a daily

devotion and offered a corporate prayer each evening over

the ship’s public address system.

Bailey, a chaplain with the 2nd Battalion’s 43rd Air

Defense Artillery unit, led soldiers in prayers and led

worship in the

camp’s recre-

ation tent from

their days in

Kuwait until they

progressed into

Iraq.

“Sailors,

marines, sol-

diers, airmen

and coast guards-

men may face

their mortality more directly than will their contemporaries

in college or in the business/professional world,” says CBF-

endorsed Navy chaplain, Captain James Pope, director for

operational ministries for the Atlantic Fleet. “Chaplains are

on hand to help address some of those hard questions like:

‘Why is this happening?’ ‘What happens when you die?’”

In the Air Force, chaplains must help pilots deal with the

possibility that every mission may be their last.

“The reality of death is very near to those who go into

harm’s way,” says CBF-endorsed Brigadier General Charles

Baldwin, a 29-year veteran of the Air Force currently serving

as deputy chief of the Air Force Chaplain Service in

Washington D.C. “Some want to talk about it; others don’t

want to deal with it. The great privilege the chaplain has is

to be available, anytime and anyplace.”

Chaplains deal with a great deal of adversity during

wartime.

“In the war with Iraq, CBF-endorsed military chaplains

are there as the presence of Christ, ministering to the

United States armed forces,” says George Pickle, CBF’s

associate coordinator for chaplaincy and pastoral counsel-

ing. “We thank God for their commitment and continue to

pray for them and their families.”

There are 295 chaplains and pastoral counselors

endorsed by the Fellowship.

“We are always mindful of our role as peacemakers in 

the world,” Pope says. “Our role is not to bless bombs and

bullets, but to buttress young men and women whom the

nation has called to service of arms. Our mission is to stand

with our sailors and marines in the difficult and lonely

times and help them as they try to make sense of the insen-

sible, to remind them of the infinite mercy and grace of

God, and to help them maintain their humanity surrounded

by life’s most inhumane experiences.” f!

For more information about CBF chaplaincy and pastoral

counseling, contact George Pickle at (770) 220-1617 or 

<gpickle@cbfnet.org>. A luncheon for chaplains and pastoral

counselors and those interested in endorsement will be held

during the General Assembly from 12:15 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.,

Thursday, June 26, at the Westin Hotel in the Providence

Ballroom III. Contact George Pickle by June 18 to register for

the luncheon.

By Lance Wallace, CBF Communications

U.S. Navy chaplain Cmdr. Ron Craddock offers a
corporate prayer over the public address sys-
tem of the U.S.S. Theodore Roosevelt.

U.S. Army chaplain Capt. Geoff Bailey leads soldiers in prayer at Camp
Coyote in Kuwait.
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CBF-endorsed Military Chaplains 
Minister on Front Lines of Iraq War
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MOWING YARDS,  REPAIR ING CARS and offering

support groups for families of deployed military personnel

all meet valid needs. But a Texas pastor believes his con-

gregation should provide something beyond what social

service organizations offer.

“We’ve repeatedly asked the question, and I’m not sure

we have a good answer yet, ‘What can we as a church do

that only a church can do?’” says David Morgan, pastor of

Trinity Baptist Church in Harker Heights, Texas. 

One thing Trinity Baptist Church did was to sponsor a

“Disarming the Powers” prayer rally in early March. 

“The objective was to say that God has intervened in the

past, throughout history, and we want him to do it again,”

Morgan says. “When we talk about powers, we speak not

only of military might but also those powerful forces of

fear, prejudice, pride and stubbornness that lead to war. 

“It’s a way of saying that we may feel powerless in all of

this, but we’re not. There is a better way.” 

The order of worship included prayers taken directly

from old armed forces hymnals, as well as prayers for

church members who were deployed or waiting for

deployment. 

At one point, a worship leader asked for the names of

people directly affected by deployment, and the congrega-

tion responded with at least 20 names. “I didn’t handle it

well. I started breaking down at that point,” Morgan says. 

In addition to praying for the U.S. troops and their

families, the worship service included prayers for the Iraqi

people. “It was one of the most meaningful services I’ve

ever been involved in,” Morgan says. 

In late March, Trinity hosted a luncheon for the families

of deployed military personnel. Church leaders asked

those attending how the congregation could minister to

families in appropriate ways. And, Morgan says, the

church told them, “We remember you.” 

Visible reminders of deployed church members and

personnel related to church members have played a

prominent part in services. The church ropes off one pew

in the sanctuary as a symbol of those who are gone. Church

members can request the addresses of military personnel

to whom they would like to send letters. The first name

and last initial of personnel from the church are listed

each week in the bulletin.

Scripture readings are assigned to church members

who have been deployed, with a note that another member

of the congregation is reading the

passage on behalf of the absent

member. 

In addition to praying for

deployed church members,

leaders at Trinity also send church

newsletters and prayer lists of

local needs to members overseas

so they can continue to intercede

for the people at home. 

“Our church is not limited to

those who are here on Sunday or

even those who are still in town.

Our church is a global church at

this point,” Morgan says. f!

Contact David Morgan at Trinity

Baptist Church at (254) 699-0529 or

<pastor@trinitybaptist-hhtx.org>.

CBF has a "Missional Journey Guide" resource available

($29.95 for workbook, CD-rom and binder; $19.95 for workbook

only, plus shipping). Order from the CBF Resource Link at

(888) 801-4223 or the CBF e-Store at www.cbfonline.org .

By Ken Camp, Associated Baptist Press 

Church Uses Prayer, Remembrance
in Ministry to Military Families
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An empty pew at Trinity Baptist Church
symbolizes those church members serv-
ing in the military.
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The CBF
Missional 
Church Initiative

Trinity Baptist

Church, a

missional Texas

church, saw a

need to minister to deployed

troops and their families and

seized the opportunity. The

Missional Task Force will

lead a General Assembly

workshop titled “The

Missional Church” on

Thursday, June 26, at 2 p.m.

A new video and journal on

“The Missional Church:

Being the Presence of

Christ” will also debut at the

Thursday evening session of

the assembly.
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CONNIE AND SID CARPENTER – she a stunning

architect; he a handsome real estate developer – were

married in 1992 at Providence Baptist Church in Charlotte,

N.C. Eleven years later, they are still active members, relying

in ways they could never foresee on their church family for

nurture and comfort, prayer support and guidance.  

Their first child, Matthew Allen, was born in 1994, three

months early. Weighing 1 pound, 12 ounces, the fragile

infant spent four months in the hospital. 

At home, the following 18 months were a dizzying collec-

tion of feeding difficulties, surgeries and, finally, a dreaded

diagnosis: cerebral palsy. Matthew would never talk, walk,

eat or have the ability to control bodily functions. 

His vibrant spirit, bright smile, and eyes that beamed

with a lively intelligence completely captured his parents’

hearts. They pledged their lives to making his life as normal

as possible. 

Since then, the couple has loved, cried and laughed

through life with Matthew and their two daughters, Rachel,

also diagnosed with cerebral palsy, and Claudia, their

“normal” child, they say with a laugh. Through the years,

their love and determination claimed victory over naysaying

doctors and officials of the local school system. 

Despite feeding tubes and wheelchairs, therapy appoint-

ments and medical insurance nightmares, life became a

routine of sorts, made lighter by the arrival of Thomas Briscoe,

a respite caregiver and “our angel friend,” says Connie. 

At age 3, Matthew excelled at a United Cerebral Palsy

preschool which also included “regular” students. But

instead of kindergarten, the school system assigned him to

St. Mark’s, a “warehouse” for children with severe disabili-

ties. His parents’ refusal of the placement was met with a

threat by the system to have him removed from home. At St.

Mark’s, Matthew, normally a sunny child, became depressed.

With nothing

to lose, the couple

– later joined by

eight families of

children with

disabilities –

entered a 

15-month battle

with the school

system. Connie

wrote a complaint

letter to the

North Carolina Department

of Public Instruction; the state investigated, found a stag-

gering number of school system violations, and joined the

class action suit. The battle ended in victory. “Patience,

persistence and prayer,” says Connie, “won the day.” 

The constant support given by Providence resulted in the

members’ heightened awareness of people with disabilities.

Connie and Sid advised the church on how to become

architecturally inclusive. With ramps, a section of short-

ened pews, accessible bathrooms and strategically placed

railings, wheelchairs with people of all ages are now com-

monplace at Providence. 

“They used to be hidden from us,” Connie says. “But

these are the people Jesus was with here on earth. He

included them.”

“Connie and Sid are tremendous advocates for children

who normally would be stuck in a corner somewhere,” says

former associate pastor of Providence, Bo Prosser, now CBF

coordinator of congregational life, who adds, “They see this

as a justice issue.”

Victory in court put Matthew in a “regular” first grade

classroom, the only child in a wheelchair at his school. “His

teachers were so gracious,” Connie says. And creative. 

“For spelling they devised cards to hold up, one with the

right spelling, the other wrong. Matthew would nod when

the correct card was held up. He had a perfect record,” Sid

Matthew Carpenter (middle)
interacts with his sisters Rachel
(left) and Claudia.

Rachel Carpenter benefitted from
her parentsÕ and MatthewÕs fight
for the right to be in regular
classes.

S
id

 C
ar

pe
nt

er
 p

ho
to

COOPERAT IVE  BAPT IST  FELLOWSHIP www.cbfonl ine.org

The Carpenters pose for a family portrait in 
the parlor of Providence Baptist Church: 
(l-r) Claudia, Sid, Rachel and Connie.
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says. Although Matthew was excluded from kindergarten,

he soon caught up with the other children. Six months

earlier, school officials had said he would never read.

“He was happy again. Everybody in the school knew

who he was,” Connie says. “Children were motivated to be

better students. I heard ‘If Matthew can do it, so can I,’ all

over the school.” 

At the same time Matthew entered first grade, 10 other

children with disabilities also went into the school system.

And later, his sister Rachel reaped the benefits of

Matthew’s struggle. It’s his legacy to her and others.

That December, Matthew underwent surgery to

straighten his legs. During recovery, the unthinkable hap-

pened. A blood clot. Matthew died Dec. 17, 2000, in the

family room of his home as Connie and Sid performed CPR.

Connie and Sid’s beautiful child, with the smile that lit

up a room; Rachel and Claudia’s big brother, gone. The

family, stunned by grief and anger, asked “Why?” 

Bo Prosser delivered the eulogy. “I don’t know why,” he

said. “But because of Matthew Carpenter, I am a blessed

man; we are a richer community, a better people. With an

enormous impact on us all, he faced and conquered a huge

mountain of challenge.”

Frazier Park in Charlotte contains a “Children’s

Memorial Walkway.” Etched on Matthew’s brick are these

words:

Unable to talk; He wrote volumes.
Unable to walk; He made great strides.f!

By contributing writer Rachel Granger Gill, Asheville, N.C.

THE FOLLOWING RESOURCES are available

from the Fellowship and its partners to

help Christians and churches be the

presence of Christ in the world.

It’s Time: an Urgent Call to Christian

Mission Study Guide. Developed by CBF

Coordinator Daniel Vestal and Bo Prosser,

CBF coordinator of congregational life, this

online study guide is intended to accom-

pany Vestal’s book, ItÕs Time: an Urgent

Call to Christian Mission. Reproduction and

distribution of the material is encouraged

for group study. A downloadable PDF

version of the 12-page study guide is

available at Resources/Study

Guides/Its Time at www.cbfonline.org .

(free)

Copies of Vestal’s book are available

from the CBF Resource Link at (888) 

801-4223 or the CBF e-Store at

www.cbfonline.org. ($9.95, plus shipping)

Living Wisely, Living Well: Lessons From

the Proverbs is the newest unit of

undated, online adult Sunday school

curriculum produced by the Baptist Center

for Ethics. The 13 Bible study lessons

focus on God as the source of wisdom and

explore the daily benefits of wisdom in areas

such as the pursuit of happiness, marriage,

work, speech, anger, greed, justice, pride,

healthy living and relationships. 

Courageous Churches is an online

curriculum produced by BCE in partnership

with the Baptist General Association of

Virginia and with the support of Trinity

Baptist Church in San Antonio, Texas. The

curriculum helps equip churches for the

journey out of their comfort zones.

These lessons are available in PDF

format. To order, or for more informa-

tion, go to www.acaciaresources.com

(prices vary according to number of

reproductions ordered).

Resources Enable Fellowship Christians, 
Churches to be the Presence of Christ 
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Related Resources

The following resources deal with disability-related issues: 

Interfaith Disabilities Network

1440 Dutch Valley Place, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30324

(404) 881-9777 x 231 

www.aadd.org

ÒThat All May Worship: An Interfaith Welcome to People with

Disabilities.Ó This handbook assists churches in welcoming

people with disabilities and finding ways for them to partici-

pate fully in worship, study, service and social activities.

Published by the National Organization on Disability.

Available from the CBF Resource Link at (888) 801-4223 

or from the CBF e-Store at www.cbfonline.org ($10, plus

shipping).

WEB SITES

www.nod.org 

The National Organization on Disability Religion and

Disability Program 

www.wrightslaw.com

Connie Carpenter recommends this site to parents, advocates

and educators for information about special education law and

advocacy for children with disabilities.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY WORKSHOP

Connie and Sid Carpenter will lead a General Assembly

workshop titled ÒUnder Served and Over Looked: Ministry 

to the Disabled.Ó Times are Friday, June 27, 11 a.m., and

Saturday, June 28, 8:30 a.m.
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Participants took part in creative times of worship with

Graham Walker, associate dean at Mercer University’s

McAfee School of Theology, as the keynote leader. They

attended spin-offs based on topics of personal and spiritual

interest. The separate networks also had opportunities to

meet with their own affinity groups to fellowship and share

ideas. 

Leslie Limbaugh, a member of the currentsteering

committee, says she is excited about the days ahead in CBF

life, and about the momentum toward connecting young

people with Baptist distinctives and involving them in CBF-

flavored missions.  

Bo Prosser, CBF coordinator for congregational life,

echoes this sentiment

about the future. “The

next generation of leaders

gives me great hope for

the future of CBF and the

continued vitality of our

mission.”

Prosser adds that many

of the young leaders with

whom he shared meals,

small group experiences,

and affinity groups were

protective of Fellowship

values and traditions.

“They just want room to

express themselves in the

CBF family,” he explains.

“Each time I have the

privilege to be with this

dynamic group of

‘younger’ and emerging

Baptist leadership, I am

encouraged that the safe-

keeping of those Baptist

principles of faith and practice that we who have been

around awhile hold dear is in capable hands,” says Clarissa

Strickland, CBF associate coordinator for leadership devel-

opment. 

“These are folks who have a fresh vision for what it can

mean to truly be Christ’s presence in our world in this

century,” she says. “They are not content to simply sit on

the sidelines and ‘be.’ They are out there in arenas of

ministry, looking for effective new ways to ‘do.’”

The currentretreat for 2004 will be held in mid-February

in the Dallas area. f!

For more information about current , contact Kurt Varney at

<kurtvarney@hotmail.com>. 

Compiled from current steering committee and staff reports

The current steering committee includes (l-r, front): Michael Sepulveda,
Nicole Kenley, Leslie Limbaugh, Carol McEntyre, Tim Youmans. 
(Back): Valerie Burton, Kelly Burkhart, Rob Fox, Chris Caldwell, David
McDurham, Kurt Varney (chair), Michael Duncan, Scott Ford, Stuart
Lamkin. Not pictured: Rachel Sciretti.

current: 
Doing Missions

The current steering committee

will sponsor a hands-on missions

experience during the General

Assembly in Charlotte. These

projects are open to individuals,

families and groups.  

For more information about

participating in the General

Assembly mission project,

contact Leslie Limbaugh at

<leslie@cbfmo.org>. Charlotte

area residents interested in

helping coordinate a mission

site or who know of potential

partnering organizations can

contact Kurt Varney at 

<kurtvarney@hotmail.com>. 
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current Provides Young Leaders Avenues 
for Exploring Baptist Identity, Ministry

A  C U R R E N T  O F  Y O U T H F U L enthusiasm took approximately 100 young Baptist leaders to

Williamsburg, Va., as participants gathered for their fourth annual retreat. They represented

the various networks that comprise the newly-named current, including youth ministers,

seminarians, ministers to college students, children’s ministers, and those formerly with the

Young Leaders Network. 

“T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N of leaders gives 

me great hope for the future.”
—  B O  P R O S S E R,  C B F  C O O R D I N AT O R  

F O R  C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  L I F E
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BAPT IST SEMINARY OF
KENTUCKY. The seminary recently

held its inaugural convocation at Calvary

Baptist Church in Lexington with about 600

in attendance. Those participating in the

service included CBF Leadership Scholars

Gary Price, Brandy Albritton and Bern

Kiser; a 90-member choir from six area

churches; student Lynn Bradley; faculty

member Dalen Jackson; Alan Culpepper,

dean of Mercer University’s McAfee School

of Theology; Tom Graves, president of

Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond;

Terry Hamrick, CBF coordinator for

leadership development; and John Lepper,

coordinator of Kentucky Baptist Fellowship.

William Turner, former pastor of Central

Baptist Church in Lexington and South

Main Baptist Church in Houston, Texas,

gave the keynote address. Charles Midkiff ,

chair of the seminary’s board of trustees,

presented seminary president Greg C.

Earwood with the presidential medallion.

Bapt is t  Theo log ica l  Seminar y
at  R ichmond. The seminary received

a cash gift of $1 million as promised by an

anonymous Virginia Baptist couple to

reduce the debt on the school’s main

building. The gift retires half of the debt of

the main building. The couple’s $1 million

pledge last fall sparked several other

substantial gifts for debt retirement.

Cent ra l  Bapt is t  Theo log ica l
Seminar y . Central recently welcomed

volunteers from the American Baptist Men

of the Central Region and the American

Baptist Assembly in Green Lake, Wis., to

help spruce up the campus and make

much-needed repairs. The group also

heard from several faculty, staff and

students as part of their stay, including

Audrey Clifton, executive assistant to the

president; international students David

and Prudencia Tonghou; Enrollment

Services Director MaryBeth Robertson;

Associate Professor Robert Johnson; and

Missionaries in Residence Nzunga

Mabudiga and Kihomi Nzunga.

For more information about CBF

partner schools, go to Classroom or

Community/Networking/Partners at

www.cbfonline.org.

Spr ing  Graduat ions  
o f  CBF Par tner  Schoo ls

Baptist Theological Seminary 

at Richmond

Thomas Graves, president

Graduation: May 31

Speaker: William Tuck, former trustee chair

Graduates: 41

Graduating class: 11th

Baptist Studies Program

Brite Divinity School

Texas Christian University

David Gouwens, interim dean

Graduation: May 10

Speaker: D. Duane Cummins, interim

president

Graduates: 4

Graduating class: 6th

Campbell University School of Divinity

Michael Cogdill, dean

Covenant/Hooding Service: May 11

Speaker: Ken Altom, pastor, New Hope

Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.

Graduates: 40

Graduating class: 6th

Baptist Studies Program

Candler School of Theology

Emory University

David Key, director

Graduation: May 12

Graduates: 11

Graduating class: 13th

Central Baptist Theological Seminary

Thomas Clifton, president

Graduation: May 17 

Speaker: A. Roy Medley, general secretary

for American Baptist Churches, USA

Graduates: 30

Graduating class: 102nd

Baptist House of Studies

Duke University

Divinity School

Curtis Freeman, director

Graduation: May 10 

Baccalaureate Speaker: Willie Jennings,

senior associate dean for academic

programs

Graduates: 22

Graduating class: 15th

M. Christopher White School of Divinity

Gardner-Webb University

Wayne Stacy, dean

Graduation: May 10

Graduates: 17

Graduating class: 9th

Logsdon School of Theology

Hardin-Simmons University

M. Vernon Davis, dean

Graduation: May 10 

Graduates: 5

Graduating class: 7th

McAfee School of Theology

Mercer University

Alan Culpepper, dean

Graduation: May 17 

Speaker: Wayne Ward, retired Christian

theology professor

Graduates: 30

Graduating class: 5th

George W. Truett Theological Seminary

Baylor University

Paul Powell, dean

Graduation: May 17 

Baccalaureate Speaker: Bill Sherman,

pastor, First Baptist Church, Fairview, Tenn.

Graduates: 78 

Graduating class: 7th Baccalaureate

Service

The Divinity School

Wake Forest University

Bill Leonard, dean

Graduation: May 18

Baccalaureate Speaker: Doug Bailey,

faculty member 

Graduates: 19

Graduating class: 2nd

Above figures are estimates and may not

reflect totals at press time.

Class Notes: 
News from CBF Partner Schools
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TWELVE STUDENTS from the Campbell University

Divinity School in North Carolina discovered a different

approach to ministry this past Christmas season during a

“missions immersion” trip to Kirovograd, Ukraine. 

Missions immersion is set apart from other types of

missionary work by the level of personal interaction with

the people – living in their homes, sharing their meals, and

coming to understand their hopes and fears. As Christians

open their hearts and homes to a visiting team, bonds are

formed.  

“In a very real sense, •they•becomes •us•during missions

immersions,” says Rick Jordan, church resources coordina-

tor for CBF of North Carolina. “You build a relationship

with the people.”

Jordan accompanied Irma Duke, director of church

relations at the Campbell Divinity School, to Ukraine. Bright

Hope Missions, a non-denominational missions group in

Durham, joined with CBFNC and Campbell to form a first-

ever partnership among the three organizations.  

The immersion experience includes classes prior to the

trip that provide students with insight into the lives of the

people in each region.  Study

topics include geography,

history, economy and health

issues. 

“We feel this approach is

in some ways like a mission

trip, but much more in-

depth,” Duke says. “The

student comes away as a

different person.”

Duke says an objective of

each trip is to “grow students

spiritually,” which she feels

was accomplished in

Ukraine. “One student has

already been employed by

Bright Hope, assisting with orphanages,” Duke says.

“Another feels called into missions, perhaps to Ukraine.”  

With the immersion’s program expanding at Campbell,

Duke sees this as a continuing effort, possibly rotating

between mission trips abroad and at home. 

“We are looking this fall to do work in a poor culture,

perhaps an urban and also a rural area,” Duke explains. “We

might see if we can fit into the CBF Arkansas poverty initia-

tive in some way.”

Rob Sellers, Connally Professor of Missions at Hardin-

Simmons University’s Logsdon School of Theology in Texas,

is another devoted participant of the missions immersion

program.

“It is invaluable to take students overseas and introduce

them to other cultures and experiences,” Sellers says. “The

experience is life changing.” 

Sellers accompanied students to Western Europe two

summers ago for a “mini course” in church history, missions

history, and contemporary church strategy.  This past

summer, eight students spent a month in Africa, staying in

various accommodations, such as homes of African

families, a Baptist school, and the Ufungamano House next

door to the University of Nairobi campus. 

“Our immersion is multi-faceted,” Sellers says. “We

attend lectures by leaders of different faith groups, visit

museums and historical sites, but also go to Christian

ministry venues, churches and seminaries.”  

Sellers hopes to take a group of students to Brazil next

summer, ministering and learning in five cities from the

Amazon River to Copacabana. 

All involved seem to agree that working with other

Christians is an important aspect of missions immersion. 

“It makes you realize there are saints all over the world,”

Rick Jordan adds, “gladly pouring out their lives for 

Christ.” f!

For information about CBF volunteer opportunities, call Mary

Carol Day at (877) 856-9288, e-mail <volunteer@cbfonline.org>

or go to www.destinationmissions.net . 

By staff writer Jo Upton

Dawn Thompson, a senior inter-
national business major at
Hardin-Simmons University,
embraces a child at Nyumbani, 
a Catholic orphanage for children
with AIDS in Nairobi.

Pastor Victor (left), CBFNC Church Resources Coordinator Rick Jordan
and Campbell University Divinity School Student Carin Tew visit
Ukrainian orphan children. 
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Missions Immersion: 
Doing Ministry Alongside the People 
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ANCIENT AND DEEPLY HELD FA ITH in Christ can be

found in some of the most unlikely places.  

Recently I sat cross-legged in a roadside café in an

“Islamic Republic” with a Christian gentleman, a physician

by training. We discussed matters of the soul. Although

social demographers and government agencies hardly

acknowledge the possibility, his entire family are devout

Christians. Faith had been kindled among their ancestors

through the work of missionaries almost 200 years ago.  

Where the Christian faith persists in unlikely places,

the roots are deep, the believers richly spiritual, evangeli-

cal, creative, irrepressible and courageous. CBF is working

with local believers to lead the way in reaching the

unevangelized people groups (UPGs) – ethnic groups 

with a common language but little or no exposure to the

Gospel – in their own corners of the world. The Fellowship

builds trust and affection as partners, not masters, as 

co-workers and enablers, as catalysts.  

About three-fourths of CBF’s global missions field

personnel live with and work among UPGs. Each day

brings new understanding about how to partner with

Christians from regional people groups and how to net-

work the world’s Christian resources. CBF has more than a

decade of experience at this, and we can see the “first

fruits” of our labor.

One of CBF’s field personnel visited an ancient tribal

community, hoping to find people of the same culture and

language as the UPG he and his wife have been working

with in another country. He discovered fervent believers

whose faith has deepened many years after missionaries

had been expelled from the region.  Now, CBF is helping

villagers share the Gospel with their distant “cousins.” 

You and I join hands with a montage of fellow believers,

praying with them, enriched by our association with them.

They need our financial gifts, prayers, volunteerism, and

field personnel to step through the open doors, more open

today than at any other time in our lives.  f!

Contact Patrick Anderson to speak about CBF global missions

at (863) 686-9902, (863) 207-2050 or <panderson@cbfnet.org>. 

By CBF columnist and missions advocate Patrick R. Anderson 

Unevangelized People Groups 
Are Being Reached Through CBF Ministries

IT’S VERSATILE, PRACTICAL and experien-

tial. That’s what churches are saying about

CBF’s missions education curriculum.

The curriculum’s emphasis on experi-

encing missions is attractive to Wilshire

Baptist Church in Dallas. Children and

preschoolers in Wilshire’s World Trekkers,

a Wednesday night missions program,

apply what they learn by following

curriculum suggestions for hands-on

projects, says Karen Gilbert, minister of

missions. While studying about using the

arts in missions, the children made their

own works of art – quilt panels – which

were sewn together and given to a local

Ronald McDonald House. When the

children learned about an unevangelized

people group in Indonesia, they created

and sold cookbooks to benefit CBF’s

ministries among the people group.

At First Baptist Church in Rome, Ga.,

versatility is a curriculum virtue. First

Baptist’s children and preschoolers use

the curriculum extensively during its

Wednesday night missions program,

FBC.com (children on mission), and the

youth program dedicates a Wednesday

night meeting each month to missions,

using the curriculum, speakers, and hands-

on projects, says Phil Smith, minister of

students and missions. The variety of CBF’s

curriculum lends itself well to this multi-

faceted approach, and helps students

become more engaged in missions, Smith

adds.

At Wilshire, the curriculum’s variety and

practicality assists in missions education

among adults, Gilbert says. The church

funnels curriculum information to Sunday

school department missions leaders, and

also utilizes the information in prayer calen-

dars, fliers, bulletin boards, banners, and

CBF missions projects.

To learn more about the curriculum,

please see the brochure in this fellow-

ship! issue.

By contributing writer Melanie Kieve,
Allendale, S.C.

Get a Missions Education
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About three-fourths of CBFÕs global missions field personnel live with
and work among unevangelized people groups.
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A group of seven women and four children from Ecuador,

Bolivia, Mexico and Guatemala gathered at a Mexican

restaurant on New York’s West side for a reunion and

luncheon to say “thank you” to the groups that are helping

them cope with the loss of their spouses and fathers. The

luncheon was the first time the group has convened since

the tragedy.

“I was so honored to be the one on behalf of CBF who

received their thanks,” says Ana, who works with her

husband, David, as CBF representatives to the diplomatic

community of the United Nations. They have coordinated

much of the Fellowship’s relief efforts in New York after

September 11.

“They told their stories about how they were helped, 

and many of them could not finish because they were so

emotional,” Ana says. “I was overwhelmed.”

By partnering with the Associacion Tepeyac, a social

services organization serving the needs of undocumented

workers in the United States, the Fellowship was able to

assist the families of men who died while at work in the

World Trade Center. The Fellowship collected more than

$200,000 from individuals and partner churches to assist

victims of the terrorist attacks and their families. The

families of undocumented workers represented one group

that received almost no relief funds from other sources.

The men killed in the attack worked in a variety of jobs at

the World Trade Center. The Fellowship’s contributions

have helped to prepare the families to return to their home

countries, providing food, clothing and even counseling

services in the days following the attacks.

“We did not just give them money; we connected with

them personally,” Ana says. “We have also been able to

connect them to churches who wanted to reach out to those

affected by this tragedy. It has meant so much to these

families. They are grateful — not just for the assistance, but

for our prayers.” f!

By Lance Wallace, CBF Communications

COOPERAT IVE  BAPT IST  FELLOWSHIP www.cbfonl ine.org

Families Recovering from 9-11 
Say ‘Thank You’ to CBF 

C B F  G L O B A L  M I S S I O N S field personnel Ana D’Amico accepted the gratitude of a group of

women and children left widowed and orphaned by the attacks on the World Trade Center on

Sept. 11, 2001.

New York City 
Relief Update

A RECENT TRIP to New York City by David

and Shirley Hall was a homecoming of

sorts. The North Carolina couple volun-

teered in New York for several months

following the attacks of September 11,

serving as coordinators of CBF volunteers

in the city.

During their recent trip to New York with

John Derrick, CBF associate coordinator

for missionary training and volunteer

missions, they met with representatives

from organizations that CBF was working

with to minister among September 11

victims. The trio – along with Ronnie

Adams, CBF global missions field

personnel in New York City – met with

representatives from the Lower Manhattan

Residents Coalition, which works primarily

among the city’s minorities.

Several CBF volunteers worked with 

the coalition, providing assistance with a

community survey to see how the events

of September 11 impacted residents’

health and stress levels. Volunteers

listened to the stories of those affected. 

Additionally, they met with representa-

tives of the Salvation Army and worked on

developing future endeavors between the

two organizations. 

Almost 300 volunteers from a dozen

states served with CBF in New York City

ministries following September 11. 

For information about CBF volunteer

opportunities, call Mary Carol Day

at (877) 856-9288, e-mail

<volunteer@cbfonline.org> or go to

www.destinationmissions.net.

CBF global missions field personnel Ana
DÕAmico (left) shares a meal in New York 
with Juana (l-r) and Maria.
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“W E  D I D  N O T just give them money; 

we connected with them personally.”
—  A N A  D Õ A M I C O,  C B F  G L O B A L  M I S S I O N S  F I E L D  P E R S O N N E L
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Also, the Development Committee of the Council is work-

ing with staff to be more intentional in “telling our story”

and making our needs known to churches and individuals.

The leadership of the state/regional CBF organizations

have pledged their commitment to help us find the finan-

cial resources we need to fulfill our mission.

A budget crunch is not a pleasant experience, but it

does provide an opportunity for serious evaluation and

possible renewal. The following represents some of my

reflections:

CBF is discovering and developing our “culture/ethos”

as it has to do with money. Within the organization itself,

we have differing philosophies and strategies related to

money. Even the words

we use to describe

money differ. Some use

theological terms, oth-

ers business language,

and still others use the

language from the

world of nonprofit

organizations. Words

like development,

resources, revenue,

receipts, advancement,

fund raising and offer-

ings are examples of the

diversity. Within CBF, some see us like a church, others

like a nonprofit organization, and still others like a con-

vention or denomination. Part of our challenge is creating

new giving patterns that come from a culture/ethos that

draws from each of these models but differs from all of

them. 

Within churches, there is increasing diversity when it

comes to giving money. In earlier days, we observed prac-

tices such as stewardship development, the Cooperative

Program, “prove the tithe days,” and a six-point envelope

system. Today, churches vary significantly in how they

gather their money and how they disperse it to worldwide

ministries. Churches are giving more designated money

with less loyalty to institutions and denominations. 

With individuals, there is also increasing diversity

when it comes to giving money. Today the emphasis is on

pledging, proportionate giving and choices. Added to all of

this is the reality that Baptists are struggling with hard

economic times on the one hand and affluence on the

other. We have a great deal of confusion, uncertainty and

indecisiveness about money.

CBF is discovering that our spiritual formation includes

our relationship to money and material goods. How we

make and manage money tells a lot about our soul. The fact

that the Old Testament teaches care for the poor, that Jesus

set an example of sacrificial giving, and that the New

Testament practiced missional giving cannot be denied.

Generosity, benevolence and sharing are results of the

Spirit working in our lives. They are graces that evidence

authentic Christian discipleship. 

Will you join me in praying the following litany? I’m

calling it “A Christian Meditation on Money.” Please feel

free to use this in any context of worship or devotion.

A Christian Meditation on Money
We confess that we spend too much of our lives worrying about

what we will eat, drink or wear; that we are not content
with what we have; that our love of money is the root of all
kinds of evil.  

We reject the legalistic, rigid, guilt-producing model for giving
and affirm the responsible, compassionate, cheerful model
for giving.

We accept the call of Christ to store up treasures in Heaven
rather than on earth, to serve God rather than wealth, to
seek first God•s Kingdom.

We purpose in our heart to give, not sparingly, but bountifully;
not reluctantly or under compulsion, but joyfully.

We seek to be like our Lord Jesus Christ who, though He was
rich, for our sake became poor so that by His poverty, we
might become rich. f!

By CBF Coordinator Daniel Vestal

Money and CBF 

A S  Y O U  K N O W, C B F  H A S  H A D  T O  R E D U C E its proposed budget for next fiscal year and

cut back on expenditures for this fiscal year. At our Coordinating Council meeting in February,

Phill Martin appointed a committee to help set guidelines and priorities if we need to do

further budget reductions. 
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“C B F  I S  D I S C O V E R I N G

that our spiritual formation

includes our relationship

to money and material

goods.”
— C B F  

C O O R D I N AT O R  

D A N I E L  V E S TA L
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FLORIDA
Carolyn Anderson has been elected

coordinator of the CBF of Florida,

succeeding her husband, Pat, who

took a position as a global missions

advocate with national CBF. Carolyn

served as assistant coordinator with

her husband for 13 years and as interim

coordinator after Pat’s departure. 

GEORGIA
“TOUCHING TAL IAFERRO WITH
LOVE,” a two-week CBF of Georgia
day camp for children in grades K-12
in Taliaferro County, will be June 
16-20 and June 23-27.

New Horizons Camp, an annual
missions camp for children who have
completed grades 3-5, will be held
July 15-18 at the Dogwood Retreat
Center in Chattanooga, Tenn., and
July 22-25 at the New Ebenezer Retreat
Center in Rincon. Jana Kinnersley
serves as 2003 camp coordinator.

Emory University’s Candler
School of Theology students Mary
Catherine Foster and Jeremy Lewis,
both of Atlanta, have been awarded
CBF of Georgia scholarships. They
both participate in Candler’s Baptist
Studies Program.

MISSOURI
CBF OF MISSOURI volunteers

assisted cleanup efforts after torna-

does struck the Kansas City area 

May 4. CBF-partner church Second

Baptist in Liberty sustained minor

damage while Baptist-affiliated

William Jewell College suffered an

estimated $15 million to $20 million

in damage. Central Seminary and

Midwestern Seminary were both

unharmed.
The 12th CBF of Missouri General

Assembly at First Baptist Church of
Independence featured a leadership
seminar with missional church con-
sultant Alan Roxburgh, president of
the Institute for Missional
Leadership. Muriel Johnson, an
American Baptist Churches area
leader, and Scott Harrison, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Lee’s Summit,
also spoke. 

CBF of Missouri is co-sponsoring
Children’s Week at the Windermere
Baptist Conference Center in late July.
Cost is $160 per person.  

NATIONAL
Michele Deriso has been named
associate coordinator of administra-
tion in the CBF Resource Center,
Atlanta. Deriso has been with CBF for
seven and a half years. She will manage
the Resource Link, plan organization-
al meetings, and continue working
with the General Assembly.

CBF Global Missions Field
Personnel Beth Ogburn has resigned,
effective July 1, to embark on local-
church ministry related to missions.
The CBF Resource Center, Dallas, will
also lose Matt and Miriam Wallace,
who have been coordinating special
field projects. They are leaving to create
ministries to individuals living abroad.

All previous travel restrictions

related to the war in Iraq for CBF
global missions volunteers have been
lifted. However, at press time, travel
in countries affected by SARS was
being monitored on an ongoing basis.
China summer programs have been
cancelled by Amity Foundation. For
updated information about volunteer
opportunities, contact Mary Carol
Day in the CBF Resource Center,
Raleigh, at (877) 856-9288 or 
<volunteer@cbfonline.org>.

Alice Holladay Combs, a CBF
Coordinating Council member and 
a member of the Council on Endorse-
ment, died April 13 in Atlanta after an
extended illness. Combs, age 68, was
born in Glen Allen, Va. She was an
active member of Bluewater Baptist
Church in Niceville, Fla., serving as a
deacon and an adult Sunday school
teacher.  

SOUTH CAROLINA
James H. Tate Sr., 75, founding
pastor of CBF-affiliated Florence
Baptist Fellowship in Florence, died
Feb. 20 after an extended illness. Tate
had served as director of missions for
the Florence Baptist Association from
1979 until he retired in 1991.

VIRGINIA
ASSOCIATED BAPT IST PRESS
presented its annual Religious
Freedom Award to U.S. Rep. Chet
Edwards (D-Texas), and its annual
Founders Award to the Baptist
General Association of Virginia. 
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Fellowship Roundup 
News from CBFÕs states, regions and national offices

Coming Attractions

June 26Ð28

CBF General Assembly

Charlotte Convention Center

Charlotte, N.C.

Information: www.cbfonline.org

A GROUP OF 19 Baylor University
students spent spring break working with
the Sowing Seeds of Hope rural poverty
initiative partnership in Perry County, Ala.
Students assisted property owners with
projects in downtown Marion.
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Anonymous CBF Donor
Contributes $5 Million 
CBF HAS RECEIVED a $5 million
anonymous contribution in support
of global missions and other min-
istries. 

The gift will be distributed among
the following CBF ministries: $4.2
million for global missions, $500,000
for endowment for the CBF Church
Benefits Board, $250,000 for church
starts, and $50,000 for a new, shared
database system in the Atlanta
Resource Center.

“It is with deep gratitude and
thanksgiving to God that we accept
this gift,” said CBF Coordinator
Daniel Vestal. “Contributions from
churches and individuals continue to
be our principal form of support, and
as we seek to involve more people in
our partnerships, we view this gift as
an endorsement of our direction and
an encouragement to do more for the
kingdom of God.”

CBF’s global missions team has
grown dramatically from 18 in 1992
to more than 130 today. They minister
among the world’s most neglected
people – those who are unevangelized
and marginalized.

It costs approximately $130,000
per year to support a career field
personnel. (By Lance Wallace, CBF
Communications)

CBF Continues Aid 
to North Korea
CBF’S ASIAN NETWORK
Coordinator Yoo Jong Yoon recently
traveled to North Korea to address
the needs of orphans and those
assisting in reconstruction efforts
following massive flooding.

More than a year ago, the
Compatriot Committee of North
Korea contacted Yoon, originally
from South Korea and the pastor of
Glory Baptist Church in Dallas, with
an urgent request for food to meet
the nutritional needs of children

living in three different orphanages,
as well as construction workers
rebuilding water canals destroyed 
by massive flooding.

CBF and Texas Baptist Men both
contributed $10,000 to Yoon. He
received an additional $5,000 from
the Korean American Sharing
Movement of Dallas. The combined
$25,000 made it possible to ship dried
food to North Korea. The food will
feed an estimated 500,000 people
for one day.  

“North Korean people are starving
– children in orphanages are dying –
because of malnutrition and lack of
medical facilities,” Yoon says. “I thank
CBF for their humanitarian aid and for
sending the Gospel to North Korea.”

CBF’s relationship with Yoon
began nearly six years ago with an
initial gift of $70,000 from the
Fellowship. (By staff writer Jo Upton)

CBF Foundation Honors
Henry Huff 
THE CBF FOUNDATION BOARD
of Trustees recently honored retired
attorney Henry Huff of Mars Hill,
N.C., for his dedicated service as one
of the principal organizers and
founders of the CBF Foundation.

In a special ceremony during the

morning worship service at Mars Hill
Baptist Church, Huff received a
framed copy of the resolution
approved by the Foundation’s board.
Huff led the Foundation board
through its formative years, serving
three terms as a trustee.

A longtime
member of Mars
Hill Baptist Church,
Huff has served a
number of Baptist
institutions. He is
currently a trustee
at Campbellsville
College in
Kentucky. 

“It’s wonderful
what the Founda-
tion is doing to
recognize those
who have served a
long time,” says
Huff, a former
member of CBF’s
Coordinating
Council. “There
were many who
have served, and I
was privileged to
be among that
group.” (By Lance
Wallace, CBF
Communications)
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Kurdish People Receive Faithful 
Care from Fellowship Churches

SIX YEARS AGO , First Baptist Church of Morrow, Ga.,

learned about the life-threatening problems facing the

Kurdish people. Sponsors were needed for Kurdish families

fleeing Iraq for refuge in the Atlanta area – and First Baptist

felt God’s call to help.  

Jimmy Lewis, then pastor at First Baptist, appointed

church member L.C. Thomas to chair the committee

responsible for meeting the needs of the sponsored family.

When Thomas learned the family couldn’t speak English,

he contacted Catholic Social Services and received the

name of a Kurdish woman – also a new arrival – who spoke

English and could act as a translator. 

The young translator attended a Wednesday night service

at First Baptist to meet the congregation. As she spoke of

her life in Iraq and the reasons for her escape, it became

clear that she, too, could use a concerned sponsor. Thomas

says the decision was made to

provide care for both families.  

“We were overwhelmed with

the generosity from our church

family,” Thomas recalls.  “When

we asked for money for groceries,

we received more than needed;

when we requested furniture, we

got enough to furnish two houses.”

One incident amazed even

Thomas. “When the pastor

announced from the pulpit that

both families were in need of

cars – the congregation provided

three!”

Stephen Cook, current pastor

at First Baptist, describes the congregation as “mission-

minded, willing to embrace people of various cultural back-

grounds.”    

The church’s long-term commitment has allowed both

families to thrive in their new culture.  Although remaining

Muslim, members of both families often attend services at

the church.

“We didn’t do this to make conversions,” Thomas adds.

“We did it because God said to do it, but we continue to

hope they will accept Christ as their Savior.” 

As members of Hull’s Memorial Baptist Church in

Fredericksburg, Va., Troy and Virginia Petty work tirelessly

to make others aware of the needs among the Kurdish

people. This past fall, their congregation provided school

supplies for Kurdish children.

In McLean, Va., the Baptist Women’s group at McLean

Baptist Church adopted the Kurds as its unevanglized people

group a year ago. The church is eager to assist in any “local

programs that may develop,” says member Beth McClarin. 

Frank,* strategic coordinator for the CBF team in the

Middle East, says great challenges for those helping the

Kurdish people have come since the end of the war in Iraq.

Efforts and plans are being formulated to adapt to the new

situation. “CBF has been ministering among the Kurdish

people since the Gulf War, but due to recent events, the hot

topic now is what will happen to the Kurdish people in

northern Iraq in a post-Saddam era.”

Frank says that CBF, along with a coalition of mission

organizations, “will continue to meet the needs among the

Kurdish people, whatever they might be.” f!

Contributions can be given through CBF•s Kurds-Iraq Relief

Effort. Make checks payable to CBF, mark with project name

and project number 85712, and send to CBF, P.O. Box 101699,

Atlanta, GA 30392. 

A General Assembly workshop titled •Practicing the Presence

of Christ Among the Kurds in IraqŽ will be held on Saturday,

June 28, at 8:30 a.m.

By staff writer Jo Upton

* Name has been changed due to security concerns.

Fellowship churches and individuals
minister among Kurdish refugees.
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